Message

From: Carroll, Carly [Carroll.Carly@epa.gov]

Sent: 5/4/2018 2:30:46 PM

Subject: Weekly Report for 05.04.18

Attachments: Weekly Report 05.04.2018.docx; Weekly Report 05.04.2018.pdf

Good morning,
Please find the weekly report for the week ending 05.04.18 attached.

Have a wonderful weekend.
Thank you,

Carly Carroll

Special Assistant to the Deputy Administrator
LS. Environmental Protection Agency

{202) 564-2769

carroll carlvi@epa.sov
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Message

From: Burton, Tamika [burton.tamika@epa.gov]
Sent: 3/16/2018 8:35:06 PM
Subject: Weekly Report!

Attachments: Weekly Report 03162017.docx; Weekly Report 03162017.pdf

Good Afternoon,
Please see the attached weekly report!

Have a great weekend ©

Tomika Burton

Stoaff Assistant to the Deputy Administrator
Immediate Office of the Administrator

MU 131044 Room 3412 WIT North

{202} 564-4771 ful}
: Ex. 6 Pe-rsonal Privacy (PP) :{{}

burtontamdko@epa.gov
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Message

From: Monica Pitts - MayeCreate Design [customerservice@lormanonlinelearning.com}

Sent: 5/9/2019 4:01:00 PM

To: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]

Subject: [SPAM] Using Social Media for Public Works and Utility Professionals: May 16 - 1 pm ET

Dear Colleague,

We would like to personally invite you 1o join us at our upcoming Lorman Education Services live webinar Using Social Media for Public
Works_and Utility Professionals on May 16 at 1 pm ET.

Learn how o use social media to keep vour community engaged and the steps required to build an effective social media policy.

As a ulility professional vou are a person of service. You serve the citizens of your area o provide them with what we consider a basic
right, Unfortunately in this age of sodial media those same citizens you serve may have lost thelr gratitude for the privileges vou
provide, often only engaging at the roughest moments, without worry because of the shelter and anonymity provided by social media,
You may have even asked yourself why you would even bother with social media if it's just an cutlet for customer complaints, What i
it could be used to mend the gap? To connect with the public, share your story as humans serving humans and 1o showcase the effort
vou put in 1o provide a service citizens seldomn stop to think about, and the day by day operations It takes 1o keep thelr service running
smoothly, the problems you solve and the people who solve them. This topic will unlock the process of planning a social media
campaign to connedct with your audience, grasp how o bulld purposeful content, monitor 1o improve vour campaign and take control of
vour social media presence,

Leamning Objectives

s You will be able to evaluate your campaign.

e Your will be able to discuss what 1o research o build a plan that works for you.

= You will be able to describe how (o outline deliverables Tor your sotial media campaign.
e You will be able to assess guidelines for social media posts,

Join me at the conclusion of the webinar for a live guestion and answer session.

Register Today

We hope to see you there,

Sincerely,

Monica Pitls
Chief Creative Officer at MayeCreate Design

P.S. Can't Attend the Live Webinar? Recording Available
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Lorman Education Services | 2510 Alpine Road | Eau Clalre, W1 | 54703

This commercts emall was sert i howman iz@ena. g, Unsubsoribe,

inslearnina.com to your whitelist in vour amadl clisnt,

Toensure that all our maitings get o you safely, we recommend you add ormnanont
fist, This malibox is unattendead, 50 pisase do not reply o this

Seife v. EPA (1:19-cv-05190) 7.31.2020 ED_003047_00005418-00002



To: Bowman, Liz[Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]

From: Anna Palmer Jake Sherman Daniel Lippman[politicoplaybook@politico.com]
Sent: Mon 5/6/2019 9:53:31 AM (UTC)

Subject: POLITICO Playbook: Will Democrats start playing hardball with Trump?

View in browser

%Y JAKE SHERMAN, ANNA PALMER ~/: 1 DANIEL LIPPMAN

Presented by

Listen to today's Audio Briefing

DRIVING THE DAY

A FEW THINGS WE'RE WATCHING ...

-- WHEN WILL DEMOCRATS start making PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP pay a political price for the
administration's refusal to cooperate in congressional investigations? Will Democrats start demanding
testimony and document production before they consider partnering with the president on legislation like
an infrastructure bill? REMEMBER: Democrats have tons of leverage here. The president needs them to
do anything, including keeping the government funded and lifting the debt limit, not to mention more
lofty goals like some infrastructure package or a prescription drug bill.

NEW FODDER ALONG THESE LINES -- @realDonaldTrump at 2:03 p.m.: "After spending more than
$35,000,000 over a two year period, interviewing 500 people, using 18 Trump Hating Angry Democrats &
49 FBI Agents - all culminating in a more than 400 page Report showing NO COLLUSION - why would

"

the Democrats in Congress now need Robert Mueller.......

... "....to testify. Are they looking for a redo because they hated seeing the strong NO COLLUSION
conclusion? There was no crime, except on the other side (incredibly not covered in the Report), and NO
OBSTRUCTION. Bob Mueller should not testify. No redos for the Dems!"

-- EXCLUSIVE: POMPEO PUSHES BACK ON CHINA AND RUSSIA ... BLAKE HOUNSHELL: "The
Trump administration is making a big show this week of boosting its presence in the Arctic, a region the
president's team sees as 'an arena of global power and competition,’ as Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
will put it in a speech Monday in Finland. 'Just because the Arctic is a place of wilderness does not mean
it should become a place of lawlessness," he'll say ...

"Pompeo's address ... will go right at China, calling out what the U.S. sees as Beijing's increasingly
malign activities all over the world, and at Russia, long a dominant Arctic player. 'Do we want the Arctic
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Ocean to transform into a new South China Sea, fraught with militarization and competing territorial
claims?' Pompeo will ask.

"'Under President Trump, we are fortifying America's security and diplomatic presence’ in the
Arctic, Pompeo will declare. 'On the security side, partly in response to Russia's destabilizing activities, we
are hosting military exercises, strengthening our force presence, rebuilding our icebreaker fleet,
expanding Coast Guard funding, and creating a new senior military post for Arctic Affairs." POLITICO

-- CNBC'S KAYLA TAUSCHE (@kaylatausche): "Two sources briefed on US/China trade talks said Vice
Premier Liu He and his 100-person delegation may cancel negotiations in DC this week -- which US
officials previously had said could yield a deal by Friday -- after President Trump's tariff escalation on
Twitter." ... WSJ story

NYT'S SHANGHAI BUREAU CHIEF KEITH BRADSHER: "Mr. Liu's plans were unclear as of Monday. At
a daily news conference on Monday, Geng Shuang, a spokesman for China's Foreign Ministry, said a team
of Chinese trade negotiators was still planning a trip to Washington. Still, Mr. Geng declined to say when
the visit might take place or whether Mr. Liu would be on it." NYT

-- GET READY FOR A TRADE WAR-FUELED MARKET DIP ... FT: "China's CSI 300 index of major
Shanghai- and Shenzhen-listed stocks on Monday tumbled as much as 6.1 per cent before pulling back to
be down 5.5 per cent, putting the benchmark on track for its worst day since February 2016. S&P 500
futures fell as much as 2.1 per cent while in Europe Frankfurt's Xetra Dax index was down 1.4 per cent
and the CAC 40 fell 1.5 per cent in early trading." FT

AP: "U.S. dispatched aircraft carrier to send message to Iran,”" by Robert Burns and Catherine Lucey:
"A White House decision to dispatch an aircraft carrier and other military resources to send a message to
Iran followed 'clear indications' that Iranian and Iranian proxy forces were preparing to possibly attack
U.S. forces in the region, a defense official told the Associated Press.

"The official, who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive information, said the
Pentagon approved the deployments and that U.S. forces at sea and on land were thought to be the
potential targets. The official declined to be more specific.

"White House national security adviser John Bolton said in a statement Sunday night that the U.S. is
deploying the USS Abraham Lincoln Carrier Strike Group and a bomber task force to the U.S. Central
Command region, an area that includes the Middle East." AP

BACKGROUND READING: "The High-Stakes Confrontation Between Trump and Khamenei,” by
Karim Sadjadpour in The Atlantic

-- HEADS UP ... CBS SET TO ANNOUNCE NEW ANCHOR LINEUP ... NYT'S JOHN KOBLIN and MIKE
GRYNBAUM: "Gayle King ... would be the centerpiece of [new CBS News president Susan] Zirinsky's
revamped 'CBS This Morning.' John Dickerson, an anchor since 2018, would slide over to '60 Minutes,'
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according to four of the people familiar with the plans.

"Norah O'Donnell, Ms. King's other co-anchor, is the likely contender to take over 'CBS Evening News,'
replacing Jeff Glor, who has been in the job for 18 months, the people said. ... Ms. Zirinsky is expected to
pair Ms. King on 'CBS This Morning' with Anthony Mason, who currently hosts the show's Saturday
edition, and Tony Dokoupil, a network correspondent who is married to the NBC News star Katy Tur."
NYT

-- IT SEEMS POSSIBLE that CBS could move the evening news to D.C., according to most reporting on
the shakeup.

Good Monday morning. MICHAEL COHEN is going to prison today, per AP: "Once he gets to prison,
Cohen will undergo medical and mental health screenings and be assigned a job, such as mowing the
grounds or cleaning up the visiting room. He'll also get sets of clothing, bedding and towels.

"At the prison camp, about 115 inmates sleep in bunks lined up in barrack-style halls, instead of
individual or two-man cells like in higher-security facilities. Recreational amenities include tennis courts,
horseshoes and bocce ball." AP

WHAT'S ON PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP'S MIND -- @realDonaldTrump at 11:05 p.m.: "Despite the
tremendous success that I have had as President, including perhaps the greatest ECONOMY and most
successful first two years of any President in history, they have stolen two years of my (our) Presidency
(Collusion Delusion) that we will never be able to get back....." ... ".....The Witch Hunt is over but we will
never forget. MAKE AMERICA GREAT AGAIN!"

NANCY COOK: "Mulvaney aims for 'more proactive, less reactive’ Trump message": "Now four
months into the job, Mulvaney — who has taken a light touch towards managing Trump himself — has
made pumping up the White House's communications machine a top priority. The communications and
press strategy is something Mulvaney and President Trump talk about almost every day, Mulvaney told
POLITICO, and he believes that even a president who dominates the media on a daily basis needs more
forceful messaging and more messengers, especially now that a hostile Democratic House and some two
dozen Democratic candidates are blitzing him nonstop.

"'We'll spend a little more time being proactive, and a little less time being reactive,' Mulvaney told
POLITICO in an interview about his plans to fine-tune of the White House communications and press
shop. 'We've got a great message to sell. We want to talk about the economy. We want to talk about
healthcare. We want to talk about trade, so if we can try to drive the narrative a little bit more, we think
that would be a valuable improvement." POLITICO

-- KEY GRAPH: "He also does not intend to fill the slot vacated by the former White House deputy chief
of staff, Bill Shine, who was brought in to oversee communications but left after roughly eight months.
Shine was the fifth White House staffer to serve as Trump's communications director in roughly two-and-
half years after Sean Spicer, Mike Dubke, Anthony Scaramucci and Hope Hicks resigned, or flamed out.”
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WHAT'S FORMER SEN. AL FRANKEN UP TO? ... FRANKEN has been on the political sidelines since
he was shoved out of office after a spate of accusations that he was inappropriate with women. But last

week, he sent out an email to his political supporters with this message: "It's been a while since I've been
in touch with you." The email was meant to raise money for the "Bug-O-Nay-Ge-Shig School at the Leech
Lake Reservation" in Minnesota.

FRANKEN raised $70,000 for the school. Here's a video he plans to release today.

FIRST IN PLAYBOOK -- NUMBERS USA is spending more than $500,000 on a national ad buy on Fox
News and Fox Business News (and also CNN in the D.C. area) through May 31 that will feature "Never
Trumpers" like the Koch brothers, former Sen. Jeff Flake (R-Ariz.) and Ohio Gov. John Kasich. The

message: reducing immigration is key to putting American workers' needs first and increasing wages. The
ad

2020 WATCH -- THE NEW JOE BIDEN ... NATASHA KORECKI in Columbia, S.C.: "On campaign trail,
Biden keeps his hands to himself": "There's been no hair-sniffing. No nose-to-cheek nuzzles. No
intimate whispers with strangers. In his first full week on the road for his 2020 candidacy, Joe Biden is
keeping his hands to himself.

Biden joined the race on the heels of a rough period in which six women publicly complained that
Biden's past touching made them uncomfortable. From his slow response to the controversy and the lack
of apology, it wasn't quite clear if the 76-year-old former vice president could adjust to the realities of
campaigning in the #MeToo era — or if the criticism of the overly familiar physical contact even
registered.

But after nearly a week on the campaign trail, including nearly a half-dozen events in Pittsburgh,
Iowa and South Carolina, it appears Biden got the message. Gone are the episodes of canoodling with
voters, replaced by a less tactile brand of retail politicking marked by selfies and more physical reserve
than Biden is accustomed to." POLITICO

-- "Harris assails Trump for hateful rhetoric,” by Chris Cadelago: "Kamala Harris intensified her frontal
assault on Donald Trump late Sunday, condemning the president for attacking communities of color and
denigrating African countries with 'foul language no president should speak.'

Harris, decamping from her brand-reinforcing battering of Attorney General Bill Barr, singled out
Trump's response to the violent marchers in Charlottesville, Va. 'It's time we had a president who's not
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scared to call neo-Nazi violence what it is: domestic terrorism,’ the Democratic presidential hopeful told
thousands at the NAACP's Freedom Fund dinner reception in Detroit." POLITICO

-- AP'S JAY REEVES: "Buttigiea, husband attend Jimmy Carter's Sunday school class”

THE JUICE ...

-- NEW: DARIN MILLER, who has led comms and strategy for the Freedom Caucus for the last few years,
is joining VP MIKE PENCE'S staff today to be deputy press secretary and director of strategic
communications. Miller is a Hill vet, works well with the D.C. press corps and has been through the ringer
with the HFC. He'll join a fellow former HFC'er -- Alyssa Farah -- on Pence's staff.

-- DEMOCRATS are again trying to pry New York's 24th district from REP. JOHN KATKO. This time,
Ralston Lapp is working with Francis Conole, a veteran, who is playing up his local ties, and his military
experience (Naval Academy grad, in the service after 9/11). He has not filed an FEC report yet, but we hear
he has raised $100k. In a good year for Democrats, Katko could certainly be vulnerable. Hillary Clinton
won his seat in 2016. But he won by 5 points in 2018. Conole's launch video

TRUMP'S MONDAY -- Trump will present the Commander-in-Chief's trophy to the Army Black Knights,
the U.S. Military Academy football team, at 12:15 p.m. in the Rose Garden. At 6 p.m., the president will
present Tiger Woods with the Presidential Medal of Freedom in the Rose Garden.

A message from Google:

Happy National Small Business Week! Learn how Google provides tools and trainings to help people
across the U.S. grow their businesses at grow.google/local-businesses.

NYT'S ANNIE KARNI and KEVIN DRAPER: "In Tiger Woods, Trump Finds a Hero and a Business
Opportunity”: "Ever since Tiger Woods arrived on the public stage as a golf phenom at the age of 21,
Donald J. Trump has been cultivating him as a celebrity who could add a sheen to his properties around
the globe.

"After Mr. Woods won his first Masters title in 1997, he celebrated in Atlantic City at the Taj Mahal
casino, eating pork chops and being photographed with the owner, Mr. Trump.

"Since then, Mr. Trump has named a villa after him at the Trump National Doral Miami. He has also
gone into business abroad with Mr. Woods, announcing in 2014 that the golfer would design a course in
Dubai as part of a luxury residential megaproject that would be managed by the Trump Organization.”
NYT
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AP/CHICAGO: "Red Sox manager Alex Cora won't visit White House": "Cora cited the Trump
administration's response to Hurricane Maria in his native Puerto Rico as the reason for his decision.
"The government has done some things back home that are great, but we still have a long ways to go,' he
said on Sunday following a 9-2 win over the Chicago White Sox. "That's our reality. It's pretty tough to go
celebrate when we're where we're at. I'd rather not go and be consistent with everything." AP

PLAYBOOK READS

PHOTO DU JOUR: Venezuelan demonstrators hold a vigil Sunday in support of Juan Guaidd after his failed uprising against the
government. | Ronaldo Behmeidl/AFP/Getty Images

THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION -- "Trump taps Mark Morgan, former Obama official who supports
border wall, to head ICE," by WaPo's Nick Miroff, Shane Harris and Josh Dawsey: "President Trump
announced his choice as director of U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) on Sunday,
tapping a former FBI official who frequently appears on cable news advocating for the president's
immigration policies. ...

"In Morgan, Trump has found a vocal advocate for some of his positions, particularly the construction
of a wall on the border with Mexico. Morgan has said such a wall would be an effective way to reduce
illegal border crossings.

"Trump's Twitter announcement that Morgan 'will be joining the Trump administration as the head of
our hard working men and women of ICE' caught White House aides and Homeland Security officials by
surprise. They had not been informed Morgan was Trump's choice, and at ICE, senior leaders learned of
the decision from the president's tweet, according to two senior administration officials." WaPo

GAZA LATEST -- "Israel and Gaza militants agree to cease-fire after weekend of violence,” by
WaPo's Loveday Morris and Hazem Balousha in Jerusalem

A message from Google:

EYE ON THE SKY ... SEATTLE TIMES: "Long before first 737 MAX crash, Boeing knew a key
sensor warning light wasn't working, but told no one,” by Dominic Gates: "Boeing admitted Sunday
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that it knew well over a year before the first crash of a 737 MAX in Indonesia last October that a warning
light linked to a key sensor on the 737 MAX wasn't working on most of the airplanes, but it informed
neither the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) nor the airlines operating the jet about the problem
until after that crash.

"The warning light is significant because it warned of a malfunction in one of the jet's Angle of
Attack (AOA) sensors, a fault that began the sequence of events that led to both the Lion Air crash in
October and the Ethiopian Airlines crash in March.

"The alert worked only on planes flown by airlines that had bought a separate and optional AOA
indicator added to the main flight display panel. Boeing disclosed the existence of the problem publicly
only last week after a story in the Wall Street Journal. It disclosed its prior knowledge on Sunday only
after a follow-up story.

"Furthermore, even MAX operators like American Airlines that had bought the optional indicator were
misinformed by Boeing last year after the Lion Air crash about how the warning light operates.” Seattle
Times

AXIOS' JONATHAN SWAN: "Inside a top Trump adviser's fundraising mirage": "A political
organization run by David Bossie, President Trump's former deputy campaign manager, has raised
millions of dollars by saying it's supporting Trump-aligned conservative candidates — but has spent only
a tiny fraction of that money supporting candidates. ...

"At least $445,972 was spent on apparent book purchases. Copies of the Presidential Coalition's
direct mailers — which Axios obtained and shared with CLC — show the organization offered people who
donated above a certain amount (usually $45) a copy of one of Bossie's books, "Trump's Enemies." Axios

VALLEY TALK -- "Facebook Opens a Command Post to Thwart Election Meddling in Europe,” by
NYT's Adam Satariano in Dublin: "The cramped space is home to Facebook's newly opened operations
center to oversee the European Union's parliamentary election, which will be held May 23 to May 26 in 28
countries.

"Modeled after the 'war room' that the Silicon Valley company created before last year's midterm
elections in the United States, the people inside are tasked with washing Facebook of misinformation,
fake accounts and foreign meddling that could sway European voters." NYT

MEDIAWATCH ... CNN'S SARA MURRAY and BRIAN STELTER: "Anatomy of a smear: How far-right
websites spread a fake story about Pete Buttigieg”

-- SENTENCE DU JOUR ... WAPO'S SALLY JENKINS ON THE DERBY: "The stewards of Churchill
Downs imposed an artificial order on 19 horses searching for solid footing while stampeding in a mire, the
brown water pooling in mud-trench harrows, while 150,000 people wearing flower pots on their heads
hollered at them." WaPo
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-- NPR's Morning Edition has changed its opening tune for the first time in 40 years. "It's not a
decision that we took on lightly," Meg Goldthwaite, NPR's chief marketing officer, told the NYT. "We
wanted to freshen the music and get it ready for what we hope will be another 50 years. It just felt like it
was time." NYT

PLAYBOOKERS

SPOTTED: Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) sitting in first class Sunday on the delayed American Airlines
flight 1855 from Charlotte to DCA. Pic

COMING ATTRACTIONS -- H.R. MCMASTER will receive the 15th annual Benjamin Franklin Award for
Public Service at the Foreign Policy Research Institute's annual dinner on November 14 at the Union
League of Philadelphia.

SCOOP -- PER DANIEL LIPPMAN: "Henry Muioz, the longtime national finance chairman of the
[DNC], is stepping down from the position after more than six years in the role, he told POLITICO. ... The
party committee raised more than $600 million while he was finance chair ... The DNC has named Chris
Korge, a Florida attorney who was a top fundraiser for Hillary Clinton's 2016 presidential campaign, as
Mufloz's interim replacement. ...

"Although most Democratic presidential candidates aren't accepting corporate PAC money, the DNC's
host committee has been talking to corporate sponsors in order to fund the July 2020 convention in
Milwaukee, according to a person familiar with the matter." POLITICO

WEEKEND WEDDING -- HILLARY ALUMNI: Megan Nashban, a Democratic fundraiser and a Hillary for
America alum, married attorney Dan Kenney. Everytown political director Chris Carr married the couple
and Rep. Brendan Boyle (D-Pa.)'s chief of staff John McCarthy played piano. Pic

SPOTTED: Brynne Craig, Sabrina Singh and Mike Smith, Ben Jealous, Pia Carusone, Lauren Crawford
Shaver, Vernessa Shih, Davey McKissick and John Lee, Punya Krishnappa, Erin Tibe, Karuna Seshasai
and Tom Moran.

BIRTHDAY OF THE DAY: Tucker Eskew, partner at Vianovo. A fun fact about Tucker: "I am
shown/portrayed in two Jay Roach political movies ('Recount’ and 'Game Change"), but I'd just as soon
discuss garage rock and power pop with his wife, Susanna Hoffs of The Bangles." Playbook Plus Q&A

BIRTHDAYS: Tony Blair is 66 ... Sen. Richard Shelby (R-Ala.) is 85 ... Jamie Gorelick is 69 ... Daniel Jick
... Eric Fingerhut is 6-0 ... Sheena Mollineau, senior manager for corporate responsibility at PwC ... David
Rogers ... WSJ's Jimmy Vielkind and Telis Demos ... Steve Lindsey is 63 ... Dani Lever, comms director for
Gov. Cuomo ... Seth Freedland ... Spencer Pederson ... Cynara Lilly, principal at RALLY ... NPR alum
Jennifer Longmire-Wright ... Cara Philbin ... Kevin Powers ... POLITICO's Claire Mullican ... James
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Kariuki, multilateral policy director at the UK's FCO ... Liza Romanow, director of comms for Madeleine
Albright (hat tips: Ben Chang and Jacob Freedman)
"Jerry" M. Levin is 8-0 ... Martha Nussbaum is 72 .

. Stefan Friedman, partner at Mercury ... Gerald

... Bloomberg's Joe Nocera ... ICM Partners' Lauren Clark, who got engaged this weekend to Apple's
Bradley Knitz, whose birthday is also today -- pic (h/t Brandon Shaw) ... Abraham David Sofaer is 81 ...
Kate Henjum ... Connor Lentz ... Meghan Conklin ... Laura Evans ... Alyse Cohen is 31 (h/t Edith Gregson)
... Mark Armour .
... Lisa Roskelley ... Benjamin Levine ... Max Giammetta ... Meek Mill is 32 ... Lisa Ferri ... Rebecca Powell
Marx ... Natasha Mozgovaya ... Paul Schmitz is 5-0 ... Bob McCall ... Jim Williams ... Bill Dolbow ... WH
alum John Roberts ... Rosa Puech ... Jim Ramstad is 73 (h/ts Teresa Vilmain)

Rod Rodriguez, president and CEO at Global War on Terrorism Memorial Foundation

Follow us on Twitter

Anna Palmer gapalmerde
Jake Sherman @ JakeSherman
Daniel Lippman gdlippman
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Message

Anna Palmer Jake Sherman Daniel Lippman [politicoplaybook@politico.com]

From:
Sent: 5/6/2019 9:53:30 AM

To: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]

Subject: POLITICO Playbook: Will Democrats start playing hardball with Trump?
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Listen to today's Audio Briefing

- DRIVING THE DAY

A FEW THINGS WE'RE WATCHING ...

-- WHEN WILL DEMOCRATS start making PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP pay a
political price for the administration's refusal to cooperate in congressional
investigations? Will Democrats start demanding testimony and document
production before they consider partnering with the president on legislation like
an infrastructure bill? REMEMBER: Democrats have tons of leverage here. The
president needs them to do anything, including keeping the government funded
and lifting the debt limit, not to mention more lofty goals like some infrastructure

package or a prescription drug bill.
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NEW FODDER ALONG THESE LINES -- @realDonaldTrump at 2:03 p.m.:
"After spending more than $35,000,000 over a two year period, interviewing 500
people, using 18 Trump Hating Angry Democrats & 49 FBI Agents - all
culminating in a more than 400 page Report showing NO COLLUSION - why

"

would the Democrats in Congress now need Robert Mueller.......

.. "....to testify. Are they looking for a redo because they hated seeing the
strong NO COLLUSION conclusion? There was no crime, except on the other side
(incredibly not covered in the Report), and NO OBSTRUCTION. Bob Mueller
should not testify. No redos for the Dems!"

-- EXCLUSIVE: POMPEO PUSHES BACK ON CHINA AND RUSSIA ... BLAKE
HOUNSHELL: "The Trump administration is making a big show this week of
boosting its presence in the Arctic, a region the president's team sees as 'an arena
of global power and competition,' as Secretary of State Mike Pompeo will put it in
a speech Monday in Finland. 'Just because the Arctic is a place of wilderness does
not mean it should become a place of lawlessness," he'll say ...

"Pompeo's address ... will go right at China, calling out what the U.S. sees as
Beijing's increasingly malign activities all over the world, and at Russia, long a
dominant Arctic player. 'Do we want the Arctic Ocean to transform into a new
South China Sea, fraught with militarization and competing territorial claims?'
Pompeo will ask.

"'Under President Trump, we are fortifying America's security and
diplomatic presence’ in the Arctic, Pompeo will declare. 'On the security side,
partly in response to Russia's destabilizing activities, we are hosting military
exercises, strengthening our force presence, rebuilding our icebreaker fleet,
expanding Coast Guard funding, and creating a new senior military post for Arctic
Affairs.™ POLITICO

-- CNBC'S KAYLA TAUSCHE (@kaylatausche): "Two sources briefed on
US/China trade talks said Vice Premier Liu He and his 100-person delegation may
cancel negotiations in DC this week -- which US officials previously had said could
yield a deal by Friday -- after President Trump's tariff escalation on Twitter." ...

WsSJ story

NYT'S SHANGHAI BUREAU CHIEF KEITH BRADSHER: "Mr. Liu's plans were
unclear as of Monday. At a daily news conference on Monday, Geng Shuang, a
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spokesman for China's Foreign Ministry, said a team of Chinese trade negotiators
was still planning a trip to Washington. Still, Mr. Geng declined to say when the

-- GET READY FOR A TRADE WAR-FUELED MARKET DIP ... FT: "China's CSI
300 index of major Shanghai- and Shenzhen-listed stocks on Monday tumbled as
much as 6.1 per cent before pulling back to be down 5.5 per cent, putting the
benchmark on track for its worst day since February 2016. S&P 500 futures fell as
much as 2.1 per cent while in Europe Frankfurt's Xetra Dax index was down 1.4
per cent and the CAC 40 fell 1.5 per cent in early trading." FT

AP: "U.S. dispatched aircraft carrier to send message to Iran,” by Robert
Burns and Catherine Lucey: "A White House decision to dispatch an aircraft
carrier and other military resources to send a message to Iran followed 'clear
indications' that Iranian and Iranian proxy forces were preparing to possibly
attack U.S. forces in the region, a defense official told the Associated Press.

"The official, who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive
information, said the Pentagon approved the deployments and that U.S. forces at
sea and on land were thought to be the potential targets. The official declined to be
more specific.

"White House national security adviser John Bolton said in a statement
Sunday night that the U.S. is deploying the USS Abraham Lincoln Carrier Strike
Group and a bomber task force to the U.S. Central Command region, an area that
includes the Middle East." AP

BACKGROUND READING: "The High-Stakes Confrontation Between Trump
and Khamenei," by Karim Sadjadpour in The Atlantic

-- HEADS UP ... CBS SET TO ANNOUNCE NEW ANCHOR LINEUP ... NYT'S
JOHN KOBLIN and MIKE GRYNBAUM: "Gayle King ... would be the centerpiece
of [new CBS News president Susan] Zirinsky's revamped 'CBS This Morning,.'
John Dickerson, an anchor since 2018, would slide over to '60 Minutes,' according

to four of the people familiar with the plans.
"Norah O'Donnell, Ms. King's other co-anchor, is the likely contender to take

over 'CBS Evening News,' replacing Jeff Glor, who has been in the job for 18
months, the people said. ... Ms. Zirinsky is expected to pair Ms. King on 'CBS This
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Morning' with Anthony Mason, who currently hosts the show's Saturday edition,
and Tony Dokoupil, a network correspondent who is married to the NBC News

-- IT SEEMS POSSIBLE that CBS could move the evening news to D.C., according
to most reporting on the shakeup.

Good Monday morning. MICHAEL COHEN is going to prison today, per AP:
"Once he gets to prison, Cohen will undergo medical and mental health screenings
and be assigned a job, such as mowing the grounds or cleaning up the visiting
room. He'll also get sets of clothing, bedding and towels.

"At the prison camp, about 115 inmates sleep in bunks lined up in barrack-
style halls, instead of individual or two-man cells like in higher-security facilities.
Recreational amenities include tennis courts, horseshoes and bocce ball.” AP

WHAT'S ON PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP'S MIND -- @realDonaldTrump at
11:05 p.m.: "Despite the tremendous success that I have had as President,
including perhaps the greatest ECONOMY and most successful first two years of
any President in history, they have stolen two years of my (our) Presidency
(Collusion Delusion) that we will never be able to get back....." ... ".....The Witch
Hunt is over but we will never forget. MAKE AMERICA GREAT AGAIN!"

NANCY COOK: "Mulvaney aims for 'more proactive, less reactive’ Trump
message": "Now four months into the job, Mulvaney — who has taken a light
touch towards managing Trump himself — has made pumping up the White
House's communications machine a top priority. The communications and press
strategy is something Mulvaney and President Trump talk about almost every day,
Mulvaney told POLITICO, and he believes that even a president who dominates
the media on a daily basis needs more forceful messaging and more messengers,
especially now that a hostile Democratic House and some two dozen Democratic
candidates are blitzing him nonstop.

"We'll spend a little more time being proactive, and a little less time being
reactive,’ Mulvaney told POLITICO in an interview about his plans to fine-tune of
the White House communications and press shop. "We've got a great message to
sell. We want to talk about the economy. We want to talk about healthcare. We
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want to talk about trade, so if we can try to drive the narrative a little bit more, we

-- KEY GRAPH: "He also does not intend to fill the slot vacated by the former
White House deputy chief of staff, Bill Shine, who was brought in to oversee
communications but left after roughly eight months. Shine was the fifth White
House staffer to serve as Trump's communications director in roughly two-and-
half years after Sean Spicer, Mike Dubke, Anthony Scaramucci and Hope Hicks
resigned, or flamed out."

R R e R

it 3
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WHAT'S FORMER SEN. AL FRANKEN UP TO? ... FRANKEN has been on the
political sidelines since he was shoved out of office after a spate of accusations that

he was inappropriate with women. But last week, he sent out an email to his
political supporters with this message: "It's been a while since I've been in touch
with you." The email was meant to raise money for the "Bug-O-Nay-Ge-Shig
School at the Leech Lake Reservation” in Minnesota.

FRANKEN raised $70,000 for the school. Here's a video he plans to release
foday.

FIRST IN PLAYBOOK -- NUMBERS USA is spending more than $500,000 on a
national ad buy on Fox News and Fox Business News (and also CNN in the D.C.
area) through May 31 that will feature "Never Trumpers" like the Koch brothers,
former Sen. Jeff Flake (R-Ariz.) and Ohio Gov. John Kasich. The message:
reducing immigration is key to putting American workers' needs first and
increasing wages. The ad

2020 WATCH -- THE NEW JOE BIDEN ... NATASHA KORECKI in Columbia,
S.C.: "On campaign trail, Biden keeps his hands to himself": "There's been no
hair-sniffing. No nose-to-cheek nuzzles. No intimate whispers with strangers. In
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his first full week on the road for his 2020 candidacy, Joe Biden is keeping his
hands to himself.

"Biden joined the race on the heels of a rough period in which six women
publicly complained that Biden's past touching made them uncomfortable. From
his slow response to the controversy and the lack of apology, it wasn't quite clear if
the 76-year-old former vice president could adjust to the realities of campaigning
in the #MeToo era — or if the criticism of the overly familiar physical contact even
registered.

"But after nearly a week on the campaign trail, including nearly a half-dozen
events in Pittsburgh, Iowa and South Carolina, it appears Biden got the message.
Gone are the episodes of canoodling with voters, replaced by a less tactile brand of
retail politicking marked by selfies and more physical reserve than Biden is
accustomed to." POLITICO

-- "Harris assails Trump for hateful rhetoric,” by Chris Cadelago: "Kamala
Harris intensified her frontal assault on Donald Trump late Sunday, condemning
the president for attacking communities of color and denigrating African countries
with 'foul language no president should speak.’

"Harris, decamping from her brand-reinforcing battering of Attorney General
Bill Barr, singled out Trump's response to the violent marchers in Charlottesville,
Va. 'It's time we had a president who's not scared to call neo-Nazi violence what it
is: domestic terrorism,' the Democratic presidential hopeful told thousands at the
NAACP's Freedom Fund dinner reception in Detroit." POLITICO

-- AP'S JAY REEVES: "Buttigieq, husband attend Jimmy Carter's Sunday
school class”

THE JUICE ...

-- NEW: DARIN MILLER, who has led comms and strategy for the Freedom
Caucus for the last few years, is joining VP MIKE PENCE'S staff today to be
deputy press secretary and director of strategic communications. Miller is a Hill
vet, works well with the D.C. press corps and has been through the ringer with the
HFC. He'll join a fellow former HFC'er -- Alyssa Farah -- on Pence's staff.
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-- DEMOCRATS are again trying to pry New York's 24th district from REP. JOHN
KATKO. This time, Ralston Lapp is working with Francis Conole, a veteran, who
is playing up his local ties, and his military experience (Naval Academy grad, in
the service after 9/11). He has not filed an FEC report yet, but we hear he has
raised $100k. In a good year for Democrats, Katko could certainly be vulnerable.
Hillary Clinton won his seat in 2016. But he won by 5 points in 2018. Conole’s
faunch video

TRUMP'S MONDAY -- Trump will present the Commander-in-Chief's trophy to
the Army Black Knights, the U.S. Military Academy football team, at 12:15 p.m. in
the Rose Garden. At 6 p.m., the president will present Tiger Woods with the
Presidential Medal of Freedom in the Rose Garden.

A message from Google:
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Happy National Small Business Week! Learn how Google provides tools and
trainings to help people across the U.S. grow their businesses at
srow.zoogle/local-husinesses,

NYT'S ANNIE KARNI and KEVIN DRAPER: "In Tiger Woods, Trump Finds a
Hero and a Business Opportunity”: "Ever since Tiger Woods arrived on the
public stage as a golf phenom at the age of 21, Donald J. Trump has been
cultivating him as a celebrity who could add a sheen to his properties around the
globe.

"After Mr. Woods won his first Masters title in 1997, he celebrated in Atlantic
City at the Taj Mahal casino, eating pork chops and being photographed with the
owner, Mr. Trump.

"Since then, Mr. Trump has named a villa after him at the Trump National
Doral Miami. He has also gone into business abroad with Mr. Woods, announcing
in 2014 that the golfer would design a course in Dubai as part of a luxury

AP/CHICAGO: "Red Sox manager Alex Cora won't visit White House": "Cora
cited the Trump administration's response to Hurricane Maria in his native Puerto
Rico as the reason for his decision. "The government has done some things back
home that are great, but we still have a long ways to go," he said on Sunday
following a 9-2 win over the Chicago White Sox. "That's our reality. It's pretty
tough to go celebrate when we're where we're at. I'd rather not go and be

- PLAYBOOK READS
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PRHOTO DU JOUR Venesuelen demonstrators hold 2 vigh Sunday In suppornt of Juan Guaids after his Talled
uptising agalnst the government. | Ronaldo SohmaldVARR/Gelty Images

THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION -- "Trump taps Mark Morgan, former Obama
official who supports border wall, to head ICE," by WaPo's Nick Miroff, Shane
Harris and Josh Dawsey: "President Trump announced his choice as director of
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) on Sunday, tapping a former
FBI official who frequently appears on cable news advocating for the president's
immigration policies. ...

“In Morgan, Trump has found a vocal advocate for some of his positions,
particularly the construction of a wall on the border with Mexico. Morgan has said
such a wall would be an effective way to reduce illegal border crossings.

"Trump's Twitter announcement that Morgan 'will be joining the Trump
administration as the head of our hard working men and women of ICE' caught
White House aides and Homeland Security officials by surprise. They had not
been informed Morgan was Trump's choice, and at ICE, senior leaders learned of
the decision from the president's tweet, according to two senior administration
officials." WaPo

GAZA LATEST -- "Israel and Gaza militants agree to cease-fire after
weekend of violence,” by WaPo's Loveday Morris and Hazem Balousha in

Jerusalem

A message from Google:

Seife v. EPA (1:19-cv-05190) 7.31.2020 ED_003047_00005420-00009



Seife v. EPA (1:19-cv-05190) 7.31.2020 ED_003047_00005420-00010



EYE ON THE SKY ... SEATTLE TIMES: "Long before first 737 MAX crash,
Boeing knew a key sensor warning light wasn't working, but told no one,"” by
Dominic Gates: "Boeing admitted Sunday that it knew well over a year before the
first crash of a 737 MAX in Indonesia last October that a warning light linked to a
key sensor on the 737 MAX wasn't working on most of the airplanes, but it
informed neither the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) nor the airlines
operating the jet about the problem until after that crash.

"The warning light is significant because it warned of a malfunction in one of
the jet's Angle of Attack (AOA) sensors, a fault that began the sequence of events
that led to both the Lion Air crash in October and the Ethiopian Airlines crash in
March.

"The alert worked only on planes flown by airlines that had bought a separate
and optional AOA indicator added to the main flight display panel. Boeing
disclosed the existence of the problem publicly only last week after a story in the
Wall Street Journal. It disclosed its prior knowledge on Sunday only after a follow-

up story.

"Furthermore, even MAX operators like American Airlines that had bought the
optional indicator were misinformed by Boeing last year after the Lion Air crash

AXIOS' JONATHAN SWAN: "Inside a top Trump adviser's fundraising
mirage": "A political organization run by David Bossie, President Trump's former
deputy campaign manager, has raised millions of dollars by saying it's supporting
Trump-aligned conservative candidates — but has spent only a tiny fraction of that
money supporting candidates. ...

"At least $445,972 was spent on apparent book purchases. Copies of the
Presidential Coalition's direct mailers — which Axios obtained and shared with
CLC — show the organization offered people who donated above a certain amount

VALLEY TALK -- "Facebook Opens a Command Post to Thwart Election
Meddling in Europe,” by NYT's Adam Satariano in Dublin: "The cramped space
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is home to Facebook's newly opened operations center to oversee the European
Union's parliamentary election, which will be held May 23 to May 26 in 28
countries.

"Modeled after the 'war room' that the Silicon Valley company created before
last year's midterm elections in the United States, the people inside are tasked
with washing Facebook of misinformation, fake accounts and foreign meddling
that could sway European voters." NYT

MEDIAWATCH ... CNN'S SARA MURRAY and BRIAN STELTER: "Anatomy of
a smear: How far-right websites spread a fake story about Pete Buttigieg”

-- SENTENCE DU JOUR ... WAPQO'S SALLY JENKINS ON THE DERBY: "The
stewards of Churchill Downs imposed an artificial order on 19 horses searching for
solid footing while stampeding in a mire, the brown water pooling in mud-trench
harrows, while 150,000 people wearing flower pots on their heads hollered at
them." WaPo

-- NPR’s Morning Edition has changed its opening tune for the first time in 40
years. "It's not a decision that we took on lightly," Meg Goldthwaite, NPR's chief
marketing officer, told the NYT. "We wanted to freshen the music and get it ready
for what we hope will be another 50 years. It just felt like it was time." NYT

PLAYBOOKERS

SPOTTED: Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) sitting in first class Sunday on the
delayed American Airlines flight 1855 from Charlotte to DCA. Pic

COMING ATTRACTIONS -- H.R. MCMASTER will receive the 15th annual
Benjamin Franklin Award for Public Service at the Foreign Policy Research
Institute's annual dinner on November 14 at the Union League of Philadelphia.

SCOOP -- PER DANIEL LIPPMAN: "Henry Mufioz, the longtime national
finance chairman of the [DNC], is stepping down from the position after more
than six years in the role, he told POLITICO. ... The party committee raised more
than $600 million while he was finance chair ... The DNC has named Chris
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Korge, a Florida attorney who was a top fundraiser for Hillary Clinton's 2016
presidential campaign, as Mufioz's interim replacement. ...

"Although most Democratic presidential candidates aren't accepting corporate
PAC money, the DNC's host committee has been talking to corporate sponsors in
order to fund the July 2020 convention in Milwaukee, according to a person
familiar with the matter." POLITICO

WEEKEND WEDDING -- HILLARY ALUMNI: Megan Nashban, a Democratic
fundraiser and a Hillary for America alum, married attorney Dan Kenney.
Everytown political director Chris Carr married the couple and Rep. Brendan
Boyle (D-Pa.)'s chief of staff John McCarthy played piano. Pic

SPOTTED: Brynne Craig, Sabrina Singh and Mike Smith, Ben Jealous, Pia
Carusone, Lauren Crawford Shaver, Vernessa Shih, Davey McKissick and John
Lee, Punya Krishnappa, Erin Tibe, Karuna Seshasai and Tom Moran.

BIRTHDAY OF THE DAY: Tucker Eskew, partner at Vianovo. A fun fact about
Tucker: "I am shown/portrayed in two Jay Roach political movies ('Recount’ and
'Game Change"), but I'd just as soon discuss garage rock and power pop with his
wife, Susanna Hoffs of The Bangles." Playbook Plus Q&A

BIRTHDAYS: Tony Blair is 66 ... Sen. Richard Shelby (R-Ala.) is 85 ... Jamie
Gorelick is 69 ... Daniel Jick ... Eric Fingerhut is 6-0 ... Sheena Mollineau, senior
manager for corporate responsibility at PwC ... David Rogers ... WSJ's Jimmy
Vielkind and Telis Demos ... Steve Lindsey is 63 ... Dani Lever, comms director for
Gov. Cuomo ... Seth Freedland ... Spencer Pederson ... Cynara Lilly, principal at
RALLY ... NPR alum Jennifer Longmire-Wright ... Cara Philbin ... Kevin Powers ...
POLITICO's Claire Mullican ... James Kariuki, multilateral policy director at the
UK's FCO ... Liza Romanow, director of comms for Madeleine Albright (hat tips:
Ben Chang and Jacob Freedman) ... Stefan Friedman, partner at Mercury ...
Gerald "Jerry" M. Levin is 8-0 ... Martha Nussbaum is 72 ...

... Bloomberg's Joe Nocera ... ICM Partners' Lauren Clark, who got engaged this
weekend to Apple's Bradley Knitz, whose birthday is also today -- pic (h/t
Brandon Shaw) ... Abraham David Sofaer is 81 ... Kate Henjum ... Connor Lentz ...
Meghan Conklin ... Laura Evans ... Alyse Cohen is 31 (h/t Edith Gregson) ... Mark
Armour ... Rod Rodriguez, president and CEO at Global War on Terrorism
Memorial Foundation ... Lisa Roskelley ... Benjamin Levine ... Max Giammetta ...
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Meek Mill is 32 ... Lisa Ferri ... Rebecca Powell Marx ... Natasha Mozgovaya ... Paul
Schmitz is 5-0 ... Bob McCall ... Jim Williams ... Bill Dolbow ... WH alum John
Roberts ... Rosa Puech ... Jim Ramstad is 73 (h/ts Teresa Vilmain)
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Message

From: Morning Media [morningmedia@politico.com]

Sent: 5/2/2019 9:29:50 AM

To: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]

Subject: Morning Media: Bill Barr meets the press — Biden time? — New York Times cartoon — New Vice

YView online version

. {bhounsheli@politico.com: @blakehounshell:

Attormney General Witham Barr has a Hght moment during Wednesday's Senale lsstimony,
The Mueller report is, in many ways, a media story.

Journalists spent the final months of 2016 chasing down leads from a closely held "dossier" that was
meant to influence their reporting on Donald Trump, given its origins as an opposition research
project. When BuzzFeed published the dossier, a 35-page compilation of raw and often lurid memos
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compiled by former British intelligence officer Christopher Steele, it set off a frenzy of stories
suggesting that America's new president had illicit ties to Russia.

Meanwhile, dramatic leaks from inside the government spurred demands for a robust investigation,
ultimately culminating in FBI director James Comey's firing and the appointment of special counsel
Robert Mueller.

Simply put, the Mueller report wouldn't exist without the press.

Media reporting on the president, his campaign's dealings with Russia and his attempts to influence
the investigation is marbled throughout the special counsel's findings - the 448-page document
includes nearly 200 citations to individual media stories ranging across a total of more than 2,300
footnotes.

No wonder President Trump spent the last two years lambasting the "fake news" reports on his Russia
ties and blasting Mueller's "witch hunt" against him.

Then on Wednesday, we were treated to some media criticism from BILL BARR. The attorney general
claimed during his Senate hearing that Mueller -- who sent him a letter complaining that Barr's four-
page memo relaying the special counsel's top-line conclusions was misleading -- was really
complaining about the press coverage.

"I received the letter and called Bob and said what's the issue here?" Barr said. "I asked him if he was
suggesting that the March 24th letter was inaccurate and he said no, but that the press reporting had
been inaccurate. And that the press was reading too much into it."

The media was also the centerpiece of one of the most damning passages in the Mueller report:
President Trump's demand that White House Counsel Don McGahn correct a New York Times story

reporting that the president had asked him to fire Mueller. ("Fake news," Trump said at the time. "A
typical New York Times fake story.")

McGahn refused. Trump later asked McGahn to create a note "for our records” saying the Times had
it wrong, and again McGahn said no. The incident, Mueller concluded, "indicates the president was
not focused solely on a press strategy but instead likely contemplated the ongoing investigation."

In Wednesday's hearing, Barr contradicted Mueller's interpretation of Trump's intent. "As the report
indicates," he said, "it could also have been the case that he was primarily concerned about press
reports and making it clear that he never outright directed the firing of Mueller."
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Barr also claimed that when he told senators at an earlier hearing, "I don't know whether Bob Mueller
supported my conclusion,” he was referring to gnother New York Times story reporting that some

members of Mueller's team were unhappy with his four-page letter.
One of those members, it turns out, was Robert S. Mueller himself.

WELCOME TO MORNING MEDIA: Blake Hounshell here filling in for Michael Calderone, who was
off Wednesday. Jordyn Hermani, Daniel Lippman and Garrett Ross contributed to the newsletter.
Subscribe. Archives.

THE BREAKDOWN: The New Yorker's Isaac Chotiner spoke to the NYT's investigative aces Mark
Mazzetti and Mike Schmidt to get their perspective on the latest turn of the screw in the Mueller saga
and some of the questions they still have amid the fallout.

BARR ALSO REVEALED in his testimony Wednesday that DOJ is actively looking at an unspecified
number of leaks to the media for potential criminal charges, with some prompting from Sen. Chuck
Grassley (R-Iowa):

-- Grassley: "There have been a number of leaks coming out of the Justice Department and FBI
during high-profile investigations. The inspector general found during the department's investigation
of Hillary Clinton for mishandling highly classified information, there was a culture of unauthorized
media contacts. During the Russia investigation, the leaks continued.

"Leaks undermine the ability of investigators to investigate. Further leaks to the papers while
Congress' questions to the department go unanswered is unacceptable. Why? What are you doing to
investigate unauthorized media contacts by the department and FBI officials during the Russian
investigation?"

-- BARR: "We have multiple criminal leak investigations underway."”

NATASHA BERTRAND: "Barr reviewing Steele dossier's allegations”

CNN'S OLIVER DARCY (@oliverdarcy): "One winner of Barr hearings: hyper-partisan news sites.
Plenty of material to go around that fits into left/right ideological prisms. The hyper-partisan sites on
right are publishing content favorable to Barr, while on left they're raking in clicks hyping content
critical of him."

-- COMING ATTRACTIONS: CNN is hosting a town hall on May 9 with ... James Comey.
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Are you a young lawyer or law student? Join POLITICO Editor Carrie Budoff Brown for an
exciting conversation about 2020, politics and media at the American Bar Association Young

Lawvers Divigion Spring Conference , May 2-4, in Washington, D.C. Registration is available on-

site.

AP: "UK defense secretary fired over Huawei leaks"

SORTA MEET THE PRESS: So far, Democratic presidential front-runner Joe Biden isn't taking
questions from journalists during media gaggles on his campaign stops, my colleague Marc Caputo
notes. Nor is he fielding questions from members of the audience at his events, though he is working
the rope lines and talking to voters fairly often. And Biden did take a few questions from select pool
reporters at a carefully staged event.

-- Why the caution? Biden has had a great week since his announcement. He's tops in the polls and
increasing his lead. He's leading in endorsements. And President Trump is rage-tweeting him, making
Biden look like the Democrat who most worries the president. No reason to mess that up for the once-
gaffe-prone former VP if he winds up in a media scrum.

-- Natasha Korecki adds: "If he doesn't take questions he'll be unlike others in the field. Warren
does it at every event. Even Buttigieg took questions at a 1,600-person rally and I believe Bernie is
doing the same now. They're submitted to staff and then the candidate reads it from the stage.”
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Stephen Colbert will be leaping into the fray right after the first Demooratio debates, | AP FPhoto

THE LATE SHOW WITH STEPHEN COLBERT will broadcast live shows following the first two
Democratic debates at 11:35 p.m. ET on Wednesday, June 26 and Thursday, June 27. The two shows
will make the 20th and 21st live broadcasts of "The Late Show," with its last coming after the State of
the Union in February.

DEEP DIVE -- "How an anti-Semitic cartoon ended up in The New York Times," by CNN's Brian
Stelter, Hadas Gold and Oliver Darcy: "In interviews this week, 16 Times staffers described a short-
staffed international publication; an opinion section prone to self-inflicted wounds; and an ongoing
debate about the newspaper's biases and blind spots. ...

"[On Wednesday, publisher A.G.] Sulzberger spoke out about the cartoon for the first time. He
wrote in an internal memo that 'we are taking disciplinary steps' with the editor involved, and making
a series of procedural changes to 'ensure adequate oversight." CNN

JOSHUA BENTON: "Want to see what one digital future for newspapers looks like? Look at
The Guardian, which isn't losing money anymore: It's a remarkable turnaround for an institution
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that's been losing money for what seems like forever, and there are lessons to be had for other digital
publishers." NIEMAN LAB

There's a new POLITICO newsletter in town. Authored by Cristiano Lima and Zack Stanton,
POLITICO's Westeros Playbook is the must-read guide to what's happening in the final season

duration of the final season.

VOX'S EZRA KLEIN and RECODE'S KARA SWISHER lay out the new partnership between the two
media organizations in a joint introduction. "The future of technology is a political story. The future of
politics is a technological story. If we're going to understand the changing world around us, the old
coverage silos no longer make sense. And so we're breaking them down. Recode and Vox are joining
forces," Klein and Swisher write. "Vox explains the news. Recode understands technology and media.
Together, as the world can seem ever more senseless, we will try to make sense of it for you."

VICE announced Wednesday that its website will be undergoing a redesign, dropping its "stand-
alone verticals/brands/channels” in favor of unified sections. The nine new sections are: News,
Identity, Entertainment, Music, Food, Tech, Games, Health, and Drugs. Some more nuggets from the
announcement: the introduction of VICE Stories, an "industry-first vertical video feature; and the
introduction of a new documentary series, "The Contenders," exploring "the untold stories, records
and defining biographical moments behind the current raft of 2020 presidential candidates.”

-- "Sophie Schmidt Will Launch A New Tech Publication With An International Focus," by
BuzzFeed's Joe Bernstein: "Sophie Schmidt, a tech industry veteran and the daughter of Eric Schmidt,
the former Google and Alphabet executive chair, is starting a new publication about the effects of
technology on the non-Western world, BuzzFeed News has learned.”" The 32-year-old Schmidt plans
to self-fund the journalism nonprofit initially, and hopes to launch it by the end of the year,
according to a source familiar with the effort.” BuzzFeed News-- CANDACE OWENS has left her
position as communications director at Turning Point USA, she wrote on Instagram.

Media citations in the Mueller report, compiled by POLITICO researcher Jordyn Hermani. The
number indicates the total number of unique times cited, ranked by news outlet:

NYT: 41
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WaPo: 38

CNN: 18

NBC: 14

C-SPAN: 9

Fox News: 8
Reuters: 8
POLITICO: 6

ABC News: 5
Bloomberg: 3
Guardian: 3

New York Post: 3
The Atlantic: 3
BuzzFeed News: 2
Kyiv Post: 2
Yahoo! News: 2
Associated Press: 1
Business Insider: 1
CBS: 1

Chris Hayes: 1
Circa: 1

Cleveland Plain Dealer: 1

CNBC: 1
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Columbia Journalism Review: 1
Foreign Policy: 1

Interfax: 1

L.A. Times: 1

National Review: 1

Newsweek: 1

PBS: 1

Talking Points Memo: 1

Time: 1

USA Today 1

U.S. News and World Report: 1
Washington Examiner: 1
Wired: 1

WSJ: 1

REVOLVING DOOR

- Paul Maidment will be the new editor in chief of G/O Media, Inc., which owns The Onion and the
former Gizmodo empire. The move comes after G/O Media recently laid off 25 staffers. "Maidment
will lead editorial oversight of G/O Media properties, including Splinter, Gizmodo, Jezebel, Jalopnik,
Deadspin, The Root, Lifehacker, and Kotaku," Wednesday's release reads.

- Chavie Lieber will be a tech correspondent at The Business of Fashion. She is currently a reporter
at Vox, where she will leave at the end of the week, Talking Biz News reports.

- Heather Richards will be an energy and environment reporter at E&E News. She currently is an
energy reporter at Wyoming's Casper Star-Tribune, TBN reports.
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- REMEMBERING BILL FLEISCHMAN: "[F]or Fleischman, 80, who passed away Wednesday after a
battle with cancer, hockey was the favorite subject. With a wit as sharp as a two-handed slash across
the ankles and an eye for bringing to light the personalities of the players he covered, Mr. Fleischman
was on the Flyers beat during their glory years of the 1970s." By Ed Barkowitz, Philly.com

- MICHAEL KELLY AWARD FINALISTS: The Atlantic released the names of four journalists the
magazine is honoring for their "fearless pursuit and expression of truth in journalism." The awardees:
Hannah Dreier of ProPublica; Christine Kenneally of BuzzFeed News; Maggie Michael, Nariman El-
Mofty and Maad al-Zikry of The Associated Press; and Connor Sheets from Alabama Media Group.
The winner will be announced on May 23. The finalists

- THE LIVINGSTON AWARDS FOR YOUNG JOURNALISTS and the University of Michigan
released the list of finalists for this year's awards in local, national and international reporting by
journalists under the age of 35. One of the finalists is Emily Gogolak, who reported on the effects of
Trump's immigration policies for POLITICO Magazine. (The 55 finalists ... Their works ... The
POLITICO Mag story)

- THE HERB BLOCK FOUNDATION will present the 2019 Herblock Prize - for editorial cartoonists,
"second only to the Pulitzer," our colleague Matt Wuerker tells us - to Newsday's Matt Davies at the
Library of Congress on Thursday. Amateur cartoonist and CNN anchor Jake Tapper will be the
featured speaker.

-QUOTABLE: Reddit's Will Cady at the Social Media Week summit in New York: "We're not tired of
social media. We're tired of being assholes.”
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To: Bowman, Liz[Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]

From: Morning Media[morningmedia@politico.com]

Sent: Thur 5/2/2019 9:29:50 AM (UTC)

Subject: Morning Media: Bill Barr meets the press — Biden time? — New York Times cartoon — New Vice

View online version

e Lenes Feveni oy o y ik AT

.

F BLAKE HOUNSHELL (bhounshell@politico.com: @blakehounshell

Attorney General William Barr has a light moment during Wednesday's Senate testimony.
The Mueller report is, in many ways, a media story.

Journalists spent the final months of 2016 chasing down leads from a closely held "dossier" that was meant to
influence their reporting on Donald Trump, given its origins as an opposition research project. When BuzzFeed
published the dossier, a 35-page compilation of raw and often lurid memos compiled by former British
intelligence officer Christopher Steele, it set off a frenzy of stories suggesting that America's new president had
illicit ties to Russia.

Meanwhile, dramatic leaks from inside the government spurred demands for a robust investigation, ultimately
culminating in FBI director James Comey's firing and the appointment of special counsel Robert Mueller.

Simply put, the Mueller report wouldn't exist without the press.

Media reporting on the president, his campaign's dealings with Russia and his attempts to influence the
investigation is marbled throughout the special counsel's findings - the 448-page document includes nearly
200 citations to individual media stories ranging across a total of more than 2,300 footnotes.

No wonder President Trump spent the last two years lambasting the "fake news" reports on his Russia ties and
blasting Mueller's "witch hunt" against him.

Then on Wednesday, we were treated to some media criticism from BILL BARR. The attorney general claimed
during his Senate hearing that Mueller -- who sent him a letter complaining that Barr's four-page memo
relaying the special counsel's top-line conclusions was misleading -- was really complaining about the press
coverage.

"I received the letter and called Bob and said what's the issue here?" Barr said. "I asked him if he was
suggesting that the March 24th letter was inaccurate and he said no, but that the press reporting had been
inaccurate. And that the press was reading too much into it."

The media was also the centerpiece of one of the most damning passages in the Mueller report: President
Trump's demand that White House Counsel Don McGahn correct a New York Times story reporting that the

president had asked him to fire Mueller. ("Fake news," Trump said at the time. "A typical New York Times fake

Seife v. EPA (1:19-cv-05190) 7.31.2020 ED_003047_00005422-00001



story.")

McGahn refused. Trump later asked McGahn to create a note "for our records” saying the Times had it wrong,
and again McGahn said no. The incident, Mueller concluded, "indicates the president was not focused solely on
a press strategy but instead likely contemplated the ongoing investigation."

In Wednesday's hearing, Barr contradicted Mueller's interpretation of Trump's intent. "As the report indicates,"
he said, "it could also have been the case that he was primarily concerned about press reports and making it
clear that he never outright directed the firing of Mueller.”

Barr also claimed that when he told senators at an earlier hearing, "I don't know whether Bob Mueller
supported my conclusion," he was referring to another New York Times story reporting that some members of
Mueller's team were unhappy with his four-page letter.

One of those members, it turns out, was Robert S. Mueller himself.

WELCOME TO MORNING MEDIA: Blake Hounshell here filling in for Michael Calderone, who was off
Wednesday. Jordyn Hermani, Daniel Lippman and Garrett Ross contributed to the newsletter. Subscribe.
Archives.

THE BREAKDOWN: The New Yorker's Isaac Chotiner spoke to the NYT's investigative aces Mark Mazzetti and
Mike Schmidt to get their perspective on the latest turn of the screw in the Mueller saga and some of the
questions they still have amid the fallout.

BARR ALSO REVEALED in his testimony Wednesday that DOJ is actively looking at an unspecified number of
leaks to the media for potential criminal charges, with some prompting from Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa):

-- Grassley: "There have been a number of leaks coming out of the Justice Department and FBI during high-
profile investigations. The inspector general found during the department's investigation of Hillary Clinton for
mishandling highly classified information, there was a culture of unauthorized media contacts. During the
Russia investigation, the leaks continued.

"Leaks undermine the ability of investigators to investigate. Further leaks to the papers while Congress'
questions to the department go unanswered is unacceptable. Why? What are you doing to investigate
unauthorized media contacts by the department and FBI officials during the Russian investigation?"

-- BARR: "We have multiple criminal leak investigations underway."

NATASHA BERTRAND: "Barr reviewing Steele dossier's allegations”™

CNN'S OLIVER DARCY (@oliverdarcy): "One winner of Barr hearings: hyper-partisan news sites. Plenty of
material to go around that fits into left/right ideological prisms. The hyper-partisan sites on right are
publishing content favorable to Barr, while on left they're raking in clicks hyping content critical of him."

-- COMING ATTRACTIONS: CNN is hosting a town hall on May 9 with ... James Comey.

Are you a young lawyer or law student? Join POLITICO Editor Carrie Budoff Brown for an exciting
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conversation about 2020, politics and media at the American Bar Association Young Lawyvers Division

Spring Conference , May 2-4, in Washington, D.C. Registration is available on-site.

AP: "UK defense secretary fired over Huawei leaks”

SORTA MEET THE PRESS: So far, Democratic presidential front-runner Joe Biden isn't taking questions
from journalists during media gaggles on his campaign stops, my colleague Marc Caputo notes. Nor is he
fielding questions from members of the audience at his events, though he is working the rope lines and talking
to voters fairly often. And Biden did take a few questions from select pool reporters at a carefully staged event.

-- Why the caution? Biden has had a great week since his announcement. He's tops in the polls and increasing
his lead. He's leading in endorsements. And President Trump is rage-tweeting him, making Biden look like the
Democrat who most worries the president. No reason to mess that up for the once-gaffe-prone former VP if he
winds up in a media scrum.

-- Natasha Korecki adds: "If he doesn't take questions he'll be unlike others in the field. Warren does it at
every event. Even Buttigieg took questions at a 1,600-person rally and I believe Bernie is doing the same now.
They're submitted to staff and then the candidate reads it from the stage."

Stephen Colbert will be leaping into the fray right after the first Democratic debates. | AP Photo

THE LATE SHOW WITH STEPHEN COLBERT will broadcast live shows following the first two Democratic
debates at 11:35 p.m. ET on Wednesday, June 26 and Thursday, June 27. The two shows will make the 20th and
21st live broadcasts of "The Late Show," with its last coming after the State of the Union in February.

DEEP DIVE -- "How an anti-Semitic cartoon ended up in The New York Times," by CNN's Brian Stelter,
Hadas Gold and Oliver Darcy: "In interviews this week, 16 Times staffers described a short-staffed international
publication; an opinion section prone to self-inflicted wounds; and an ongoing debate about the newspaper's
biases and blind spots. ...

"[On Wednesday, publisher A.G.] Sulzberger spoke out about the cartoon for the first time. He wrote in an
internal memo that 'we are taking disciplinary steps' with the editor involved, and making a series of procedural
changes to 'ensure adequate oversight." CNN

JOSHUA BENTON: "Want to see what one digital future for newspapers looks like? Look at The
Guardian, which isn't losing money anymore: It's a remarkable turnaround for an institution that's been

losing money for what seems like forever, and there are lessons to be had for other digital publishers." NIEMAN
LAB

There's a new POLITICO newsletter in town. Authored by Cristiano Lima and Zack Stanton,
POLITICO's Westeros Playbook is the must-read guide to what's happening in the final season of "Game
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Se€ason.

VOX'S EZRA KLEIN and RECODE'S KARA SWISHER lay out the new partnership between the two media
organizations in a joint introduction. "The future of technology is a political story. The future of politics is a
technological story. If we're going to understand the changing world around us, the old coverage silos no longer
make sense. And so we're breaking them down. Recode and Vox are joining forces," Klein and Swisher write.
"Vox explains the news. Recode understands technology and media. Together, as the world can seem ever more
senseless, we will try to make sense of it for you."

VICE announced Wednesday that its website will be undergoing a redesign, dropping its "stand-alone
verticals/brands/channels" in favor of unified sections. The nine new sections are: News, Identity,
Entertainment, Music, Food, Tech, Games, Health, and Drugs. Some more nuggets from the announcement:
the introduction of VICE Stories, an "industry-first vertical video feature; and the introduction of a new
documentary series, "The Contenders," exploring "the untold stories, records and defining biographical
moments behind the current raft of 2020 presidential candidates."

-- "Sophie Schmidt Will Launch A New Tech Publication With An International Focus," by BuzzFeed's Joe
Bernstein: "Sophie Schmidt, a tech industry veteran and the daughter of Eric Schmidt, the former Google and
Alphabet executive chair, is starting a new publication about the effects of technology on the non-Western
world, BuzzFeed News has learned."The 32-year-old Schmidt plans to self-fund the journalism nonprofit
initially, and hopes to launch it by the end of the year, according to a source familiar with the effort." BuzzFeed
News-- CANDACE OWENS has left her position as communications director at Turning Point USA, she wrote
on Instagram.

Media citations in the Mueller report, compiled by POLITICO researcher Jordyn Hermani. The number
indicates the total number of unique times cited, ranked by news outlet:

NYT: 41
WaPo: 38
CNN: 18
NBC: 14
C-SPAN: 9
Fox News: 8
Reuters: 8
POLITICO: 6

ABC News: 5
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Bloomberg: 3

Guardian: 3

New York Post: 3

The Atlantic: 3
BuzzFeed News: 2

Kyiv Post: 2

Yahoo! News: 2
Associated Press: 1
Business Insider: 1

CBS: 1

Chris Hayes: 1

Circa: 1

Cleveland Plain Dealer: 1
CNBC: 1

Columbia Journalism Review: 1
Foreign Policy: 1
Interfax: 1

L.A. Times: 1

National Review: 1
Newsweek: 1

PBS: 1

Talking Points Memo: 1
Time: 1

USA Today 1

U.S. News and World Report: 1
Washington Examiner: 1

Wired: 1
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WSJ: 1

REVOLVING

DOOR

- Paul Maidment will be the new editor in chief of G/O Media, Inc., which owns The Onion and the former
Gizmodo empire. The move comes after G/O Media recently laid off 25 staffers. "Maidment will lead editorial
oversight of G/O Media properties, including Splinter, Gizmodo, Jezebel, Jalopnik, Deadspin, The Root,
Lifehacker, and Kotaku," Wednesday's release reads.

- Chavie Lieber will be a tech correspondent at The Business of Fashion. She is currently a reporter at Vox,
where she will leave at the end of the week, Talking Biz News reporis.

- Heather Richards will be an energy and environment reporter at E&E News. She currently is an energy
reporter at Wyoming's Casper Star-Tribune, TBN reports.

EXTR

AS

- REMEMBERING BILL FLEISCHMAN: "[F]or Fleischman, 80, who passed away Wednesday after a battle with
cancer, hockey was the favorite subject. With a wit as sharp as a two-handed slash across the ankles and an eye
for bringing to light the personalities of the players he covered, Mr. Fleischman was on the Flyers beat during
their glory years of the 1970s." By Ed Barkowitz, Philly.com

- MICHAEL KELLY AWARD FINALISTS: The Atlantic released the names of four journalists the magazine is
honoring for their "fearless pursuit and expression of truth in journalism." The awardees: Hannah Dreier of
ProPublica; Christine Kenneally of BuzzFeed News; Maggie Michael, Nariman El-Mofty and Maad al-Zikry of
The Associated Press; and Connor Sheets from Alabama Media Group. The winner will be announced on May

23. The finalists

- THE LIVINGSTON AWARDS FOR YOUNG JOURNALISTS and the University of Michigan released the list
of finalists for this year's awards in local, national and international reporting by journalists under the age of
35. One of the finalists is Emily Gogolak, who reported on the effects of Trump's immigration policies for
POLITICO Magazine. (The 55 finalists ... Their works ... The POLITICO Mag story)

- THE HERB BLOCK FOUNDATION will present the 2019 Herblock Prize - for editorial cartoonists, "second
only to the Pulitzer," our colleague Matt Wuerker tells us - to Newsday's Matt Davies at the Library of Congress
on Thursday. Amateur cartoonist and CNN anchor Jake Tapper will be the featured speaker.

-QUOTABLE: Reddit's Will Cady at the Social Media Week summit in New York: "We're not tired of social
media. We're tired of being assholes."

View online
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To: Bowman, Liz[Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]

From: Tucker Hart[HartT@cbsnews.com]

Sent: Sat 4/27/2019 6:21:28 PM (UTC)

Subject: "FACE THE NATION" INTERVIEW WITH IRANIAN FOREIGN MINISTER JAVAD ZARIF

FACE THE NATION

"FACE THE NATION" INTERVIEW WITH IRANIAN FOREIGN MINISTER
JAVAD ZARIF

*NO EMBARGO*

Margaret Brennan’s Interview of Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif, taped
Thursday, April 25 in New York City. An edited version of the interview will air on the Sunday;,
April 28" broadcast of Face the Nation.

Full transcript is included below &

MARGARET BRENNAN: Minister Zarif, you publicly floated this idea of a prisoner exchange with
the U.S. What would that look like?

FOREIGN MINISTER JAVAD ZARIF: Well, we've done it before. We had a possibility of getting
the release of some Iranians who were in U.S. jails or were under probation in the United States.
We removed them from that circumstances and- and then some U.S.-Iranians who were in jail in
Iran were released. I think we can do it again. We- the administration- the previous administration
was trying to engage in that. The new administration initially showed interest. We made an offer in
September that we are ready, and we are ready.

MARGARET BRENNAN: You made an offer to the Trump administration in September to begin
negotiating--

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: We responded- we responded to the offer that they had actually
made to engage and we are waiting for a reply.

MARGARET BRENNAN: Who are you asking to be released from US prisons?

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: Well there are a number of Iranians who are in U.S. jails for
sanctions violations. There are a number of Iranians who are in jail all over the world. On pressure,
on pressure--

MARGARET BRENNAN: But who would you want for the Americans?

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: These are- are on pressure from the United States
either on extradition request or on sort of behind the scenes pressure and arm twisting.

MARGARET BRENNAN: So have you presented the U.S. with a list?
FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: They know.

MARGARET BRENNAN: They know?

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: They know this is not- this is nothing new. This is a continuation of
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the previous exchange.

MARGARET BRENNAN: Why not, as a- a show of your seriousness here, release some of the at
least five Americans who are currently imprisoned in Iran?

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: We're not supposed to show seriousness because we have shown our
seriousness by implementing the nuclear deal. 1t’s the United States that needs to prove that it's
serious.

MARGARET BRENNAN: Are you linking the two?

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: No, we're not linking the two, it’s just the experience. We've shown
that when we say something, we abide by it. The United States has shown that when we say- it-
they say something they will- they will then decide whether they want to abide by it or not.

MARGARET BRENNAN: So- but what about someone like Baquer Namazi? He's in his 80s--
FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: He’s not in jail.

MARGARET BRENNAN: --his health is failing--

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: He’s not in jail.

MARGARET BRENNAN: --he is still- he still has to report to Evin Prison. He is still restricted from
getting medical care outside of Iran. Why not allow him to leave to get that care?

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: Well, you see, I am responsible for foreign policy. I'm not
responsible for interfering in court’s decisions. I can intervene when there is an exchange, an offer
of exchange. I cannot intervene as foreign minister. I can intervene as a private individual on
humanitarian basis, and I do, I do. But as foreign minister, I do not have a standing in any Iranian
court unless I can engage in an exchange with Iranians who are wrongfully, in our view, detained
either inside the United States or elsewhere. We have people, we have- we have ladies who were
pregnant when they were detained who gave birth in prison, who were not even given a- released
on bail to deliver outside prison. We have people with heart conditions. We have people with
terminal cancer in there.

MARGARET BRENNAN: But Baquer Namazi’s health is failing--
FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: He--

MARGARET BRENNAN: --if he dies in Iranian custody in Iran, isn't that really damaging to all
parts of policy?

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: Well, you see, that's not- that’s not a decision that T can make. 1
make- I-I- I have--

MARGARET BRENNAN: It's not in your power to let him leave?

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: Yeah, I don't have a standing. I will find a standing when there is an
exchange. That is why I- it is in my- in the purview of my responsibility to offer that possibility.

MARGARET BRENNAN: So you would offer to swap the at least five Americans there for five
Iranians?

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: No, no, no. I mean it's all for us. We have to- we have to see. I mean
human beings, we- we- we don't count them.

MARGARET BRENNAN: Because some would say, you know, skeptics would look at that and say
this is a PR ploy, that you're just saying this.

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: No, it’s not a PR ploy. We've done it before. Was this a PR ploy when
we did it before?

MARGARET BRENNAN: In parallel with the nuclear deal, the nuclear negotiations.
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FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: No, no, no. It had nothing to do with the nuclear deal. It- I mean we
did it because we were sitting together. We did a number of deeds, this was one of them, but it was
just because we were willing to discuss this issue.

MARGARET BRENNAN: And you're offering to discuss this issue right now with who, the
secretary of state?

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: No, we- the- the US has a person responsible for this. We have a
person responsible for this. If they are of the same rank they can- they can meet if they're not of the
same rank, we will appoint somebody of the- of the rank of the person who's representing the
United States.

MARGARET BRENNAN: So the letter you received from Ambassador O'Brien who handles hostage
issues--

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: We didn’t--
MARGARET BRENNAN: --you would allow him to sit and talk with your deputy?

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: No, we won’t allow somebody who handles hostage issue to- to deal
with them because they're not hostages, they're prisoners.

MARGARET BRENNAN: So who is actually- who are you willing to talk to about this?

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: We're willing to talk to anybody who's willing to respect Iran and
deal with this issue. We- we don't have anything against Ambassador O'Brien, but we will not deal
with the hostage negotiator unless they want us to appoint somebody as our hostage negotiator so
that they discuss about Iranian hostages in U.S. jail. You see the United States cannot put itself in a
different moral position. It's holding Iranians who are sick, who have done no crime in jail in
Germany, in Australia, in--

MARGARET BRENNAN: But that is what the lawyers for Siamak Namazi, someone you knew,
Baquer Namazi, a- a Princeton scholar, Xiyue Wang, would all say these are people who haven't
committed crimes--

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: Yeah.
MARGARET BRENNAN: --who are Americans behind bars in Iran.

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: Yeah, that- that’s what I'm saying. People who are in- lingering in
jails all over the world and in the U.S.A., their lawyers would say that they have not committed any
crime that they're innocent. One of them was involved, at least was accused of, and they haven't
been tried, they're just waiting for extradition. They're just there because of U.S. pressure. So, these
are cases where we believe our prisoners are in prison on bogus charges. The United States believes
that they are in prison in Iran on bogus charges.

MARGARET BRENNAN: So anyone who is in a--

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: So let’s not- let’s not debate that because that's not my
responsibility. T have enough responsibility on my shoulders to prevent a war, to try to circumvent
U.S. attempts to prevent Iran from engaging in what is legally ours, and that is normal economic
relations. So, I do this as a part of my job, as foreign minister to exchange people without
attribution of guilt. Simply to make it possible for people to go back home.

MARGARET BRENNAN: You mentioned that part of your job is to prevent war. There have been
tensions rising between the U.S. and the- the Trump Administration and the Iranian government,
tensions have been rising over the past few months. Are you actually saying that we're headed on a
path towards conflict?

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: We do not want conflict, we do not want confrontation, but we
haven't survived 7000 years by escaping. We resist, but we are not seeking confrontation. We don't
believe that President Trump wants confrontation. But, we know that there are people who are
pushing for one.
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MARGARET BRENNAN: You--
FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: I don't think it will happen.
MARGARET BRENNAN: Military confrontation you don’t think will happen--

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: I don’t think military confrontation will happen. I think people have
more prudence than allowing a military confrontation to happen. But, I think the U.S.
administration is putting things in place for accidents to happen. And there has to be extreme
vigilance, so that people who are planning this type of accident would not have their way.

MARGARET BRENNAN: What do you mean? What kind of accident are you talking about?

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: I'm talking about people who have- who are designing
confrontation, whose interest--

MARGARET BRENNAN: Who's doing that?
FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: My ‘B’ team. I call--
MARGARET BRENNAN: What do you mean ‘B’ team?

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: I call the group ‘B’ team who have always tried to create tension,
whose continued existence depends on tension. Ambassador Bolton, one ‘B,’ Bibi Netanyahu,
second ‘B,” Bin Zayed, third ‘B, Bin Salman, fourth ‘B.” And I'm not just making accusations.
Netanyahu has said that he pressured the United States to put IRGC on- on the terror list. He has
said--

MARGARET BRENNAN: Designate them as a foreign terrorist organization?

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: He has said that he pushed the United States to get out of JCPOA.
Ambassador Bolton has said that we need to use the Trump presidency in order to deal with Iran.
Bin Zayed and Bin Salman have been the two people who President Trump said promised to
replace Iranian Oil. These people want confrontation, and I believe it is important for the prudent
people for the grown-ups to prevent confrontation.

MARGARET BRENNAN: Who are the- the grown-ups that you're talking about.? When- when you
and I sat down and spoke, just a year or more ago, you said that your president refused to meet
with President Trump here in New York. Do you regret that now?

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: No we don't.

MARGARET BRENNAN: Do you think--

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: No we don't because--
MARGARET BRENNAN: --that the two leaders need to meet?

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: --because we meet based on mutual respect. We cannot meet
somebody who is not respectful, who has violated his country's international obligations, who has
withdrawn from agreements. You see, you meet for what? You don't meet for a photo op. You meet
in order to reach some sort of conclusion. But we have a conclusion. We have 100- I mean- I mean
it's not a photo op and a two page document. We have hundred and fifty pages of carefully
negotiated agreement- not a bilateral agreement between Iran and the United States--

MARGARET BRENNAN: The nuclear deal?

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: --a multilateral agreement endorsed by the Security Council, where
the United States is a permanent member. So if- if the United States does not respect that, what
would it respect?

MARGARET BRENNAN: So there is no point in having President Trump and President Rouhani
meet?
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FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: Well, there won't be any point in having them meet unless the
United States is willing to show that it is a reliable partner and it has failed to do so. Not just to
Iran. I mean it has- it has withdrawn from UNESCO. It has withdrawn from NAFTA. It has
withdrawn from Trans-Pacific Partnership, TPP. It has withdrawn from the Human Rights Council.
I mean it- it withdrew from- recently withdrew from INF. So it's not a matter of a presidential
agreement, it has withdrawn from treaties, it has withdrawn from organizations.

MARGARET BRENNAN: So when you look at these summits between Kim Jong Un of North
Korea and President Trump, at the leaders level, and you see that North Korea, which already
actually has a nuclear program and ballistic missiles program, gets that kind of face to face time,
possibility for a diplomatic deal, it- you don't look at that and say, maybe you made the wrong call?
Maybe we do need to speak directly to President Trump?

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: Well, we did speak directly to the United States. Whether the United
States is led by President Trump or President Obama is not our choice, is the choice of the
American people. We- we did have probably the longest discussion with a man, who was to the best
of my knowledge the Secretary of State of the United States confirmed by the U.S. Senate,
appointed by a president elected by both popular, as well as, electoral vote. And this administration
has decided to refuse the deal they made.

MARGARET BRENNAN: You're talking about John Kerry?
FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: I'm talking about Secretary John Kerry.

MARGARET BRENNAN: Secretary John Kerry. Do you still speak with him? President Trump says
you're getting bad advice from him.

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: I'm not getting any advice from any foreigner. You see, President
Trump--

MARGARET BRENNAN: But you are still speaking with him?

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: President Trump needs to look at the history of Iran. We didn't
survive 7,000 years by acting on the advice of foreigners.

MARGARET BRENNAN: But when President Trump says things, like he did on his Twitter account
the other day, that you're speaking and getting bad advice from Secretary of State, the former
Secretary of State John Kerry. He seems to be suggesting, this idea that, as some of the many
Democratic candidates have said if they become president next, they could come back to the
nuclear deal that you helped to negotiate--

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: We do- we do- not design our strategy based on expectations of what
will happen in the United States two years down the road or four years down the road.

MARGARET BRENNAN: Would it be possible for the U.S. to rejoin this deal you're talking about?

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: Well it's a- it's a negotiating table that is still there. We did not leave
that negotiating table. The United States was the party that left the negotiating table. The rest of the
U- the JCPOA participants are still there. It's not automatic. I mean, the United States has harmed
a lot of people.

MARGARET BRENNAN: Are you talking with other Democrats?
FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: I'm not specifically talking with anybody. I'm talking with anybody
who wants to talk to me. We're- we're- talking to members of the media, we're talking to members

of think tanks.

MARGARET BRENNAN: And former members of the administration. Are you speaking with
anyone from the current administration?

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: No.

MARGARET BRENNAN: There's no contact between U.S. and Iran at all right now?
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FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: None that I- I know of. And I- I think I know pretty much
everything that is happening between Iran and the U.S.

MARGARET BRENNAN: Will Iran continue to abide by the international agreement, the JCPOA
that you helped to negotiate?

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: Well we have abided by JCPOA up until now.
MARGARET BRENNAN: Right.

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: 14 TAEA reports indicate that we have. But we have a number of
options, and our people are the final arbiter.

MARGARET BRENNAN: But when it- you know this deal, I mean you were one of the architects of
it, you- you know the ins and outs of it.

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: Yeah.

MARGARET BRENNAN: October 2020, the fall of 2020 there is this U.N. arms embargo that gets
lifted that would allow Iran to go and buy conventional weapons.

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: Yeah.

MARGARET BRENNAN: What happens then? That's right on the cusp of a U.S. presidential
election.

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: Well--

MARGARET BRENNAN: There's a lot of tension at that moment.

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: --part of the deal. These- these dates--

MARGARET BRENNAN: So Iran intends to go ahead with those purchases?

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: These dates were negotiated, were the subject of lengthy
negotiations. It doesn't mean that in October 2020, we will be buying 67 billion dollars worth of
weapons that Saudi Arabia is buying. We don't have that type of money. I mean last year we spent
16 billion dollars on our defense. Saudi Arabia only bought 67 billion dollars of weapons, United
Arab Emirates, with an indigenous population of a million people, spent 22 billion dollars.
MARGARET BRENNAN: But you could- that U.N. Arms--

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: We could--

MARGARET BRENNAN: --embargo would lift--

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: --but we won't.

MARGARET BRENNAN: You won't.

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: We won’t. I mean we--

MARGARET BRENNAN: You don't think the Trump administration, as some have speculated, is
trying to dissrail- derail this deal before that window opens for you?

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: Well it- it’s- it's trying. It's trying. Well, but that's not an important
issue because we- you know, we went through an eight years of war. Nobody sold us weapons.
That's why we- we developed our own missiles. Now they're complaining why we have missiles. We
have missiles because you didn't give us any other means of defense. We could have bought
weapons. We could have bought- bought fighter jets, but nobody gave it to- to us when we were
attacked. So we developed our own and thankfully we don't need much of foreign weapons.

MARGARET BRENNAN: The Trump administration, as we mentioned, is ramping up pressure.
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This designation of the IRGC as a foreign terrorist organization is going to squeeze Iran's already
troubled economy even further. What is the impact going to be if this happens and as the U.S. says
May 2nd’s the deadline for the rest of the world to stop buying Iran's oil?

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: Well it will show to the Iranian people that the United States is not
worthy of being a negotiating partner. That's what it will prove. It depends on whether Europe, as
well as other members of the JCPOA, want to leave their destiny in the hands of an administration
that does not respect its words. We will survive. We have survived tougher days. It's not something
that we would invite. It's not something that we would welcome. We will take our measures in
response, but we will survive.

MARGARET BRENNAN: Secretary Pompeo has talked about the squeeze this is going to put on the
economy in Iran and that is going to make it essentially tougher and squeeze the Iranian
government itself.

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: Is it- is--

MARGARET BRENNAN: Do you see these kind of--

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: Is- is the United--

MARGARET BRENNAN: --protests or social unrest as a threat?

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: Is the United States squeezing the Iranian government or the
Iranian people?

MARGARET BRENNAN: What do you say?

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: People. And the Iranian people, when pressured, do not respond
with submission. They respond with resistance. And they want us to represent them with dignity,
not with succumbing to pressure. That's how Iranian people have survived 7,000 years--

MARGARET BRENNAN: But the secretary--
FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: --of ups and downs in history.

MARGARET BRENNAN: The secretary of state has said, look if you just look at the facts on the
ground: six hundred and three American service people killed by Iran, he attributes this- and that
IEDs have maimed American service people in the battlefields. He looks at that- he looks at what's
happening in Syria and Yemen and says, look, we're just recognizing facts. That's his explanation
for this designation.

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: Well, he's wrong. He's wrong because they have aligned themselves
with the wrong people in our region. And they cannot accept that they're suffering defeat because
they simply chose the wrong side.

MARGARET BRENNAN: You're talking about--
FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: They have--
MARGARET BRENNAN: --what's happening in Syria.

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: They- everywhere. They have spent far more money than anybody
else. Seven trillion dollars, according to President Trump. Their allies, their clients, Saudi Arabia
and the UAE, have spent billions upon billions of dollars trying to create unrest, trying to support
terrorist organizations, even in areas we are not present, like in North Africa. Look at what they're
doing in North Africa. Look at the turmoil in North Africa. We're not even present in North Africa.
So you need to look at the trouble where it actually is coming from. It's not coming from Iran. Who
provided the ideology for ISIS? Who provided the ideology for al-Qaeda? Who provided the- who-
whose ideology they're following? Are they following our ideology? Come on.

MARGARET BRENNAN: No, but there are Iranian forces and militias backed by Iran--

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: Who are fighting terrorists.
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MARGARET BRENNAN: --in places like Syria--
FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: Who are fighting terrorists.
MARGARET BRENNAN: --and Iraq and elsewhere.

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: Is the United- isn't the United States- I mean President Trump, in
the presidential campaign in his debate with Secretary Clinton said publicly, and if you want I bring
you the quote, said Iran is killing ISIS. So, are we killing the wrong side?

MARGARET BRENNAN: Are you seeing opportunities to work with the U.S. diplomatically
elsewhere? I mean you're- you're talking about a situation where you don't see much--

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: Yeah--
MARGARET BRENNAN: --shared interests with the U.S.

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: It depends on what the U.S. interest- how the U.S. defines its- its
interests--

MARGARET BRENNAN: Afghanistan--

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: If the U.S.--
MARGARET BRENNAN: Where Iran--

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: If the U.S.--
MARGARET BRENNAN: --has been helpful in the past.

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: Yeah, yeah. We have been helpful everywhere. We have fought
terrorism in- in Syria. We have fought terrorism in Iraq, and the U.S. is saying that its objective is
to fight Daesh- ISIS in- in Iraq. Yesterday, there was a commemoration in Iraq- a U.S. friend and
ally- of 300 Iranians who died in Iraq fighting ISIS. Their families were invited. The president of
Iraq sent a message to that gathering. The prime minister of Iraq sent a message to that gathering-
all of these people are your friends. So everybody recognizes the role of Iran in bringing stability. 1
haven't seen them commemorating any martyrs from Saudi Arabia fighting ISIS, or UAE. But what
you seem to- [ mean your government seems to be exonerating them sort of. Who recognized the
Taliban in Afghanistan as the government in 2001? Was it Iran? We were a party to the solution in
Afghanistan. We were a part--

MARGARET BRENNAN: And that's why I'm asking, is Iran seeing a possibility to work with the
U.S. anywhere? If it's Afghanistan, as Iran has been helpful in the past. Syria? Anywhere? Where
you could actually find some kind of shared interest instead of what you're describing, as you've

said, is a path towards the risk of conflict.

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: Well, you see, we are operating in our own region. That's why it's
called Persian Gulf. Not- not the Gulf of Mexico. We are operating in our own region. We are a
force for stability in our region. History shows that. The United States is operating far from its
shores, in our region. It has to make the correct recognition. Who's doing the work for stability. If
Secretary Pompeo wants to make up these stories, then he can continue doing so, but that wouldn't
resolve America's problems. That would lead to President Trump saying we spend seven trillion
dollars in this region and brought nothing but misery to ourselves and to the people of the region.

MARGARET BRENNAN: When I spoke with President Trump in February, he said that he was
going to keep U.S. troops in Iraq to watch Iran.

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: Well and he--
MARGARET BRENNAN: What did you make of that?

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: --immediately heard from the Iraqis that that is not how they see the
presence of U.S. forces.
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MARGARET BRENNAN: Did you hear that as a threat?

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: You see, I went to Iraq. I stayed in Iraq for five days. I went to five
cities. I went among the people of Iraq, and I was welcomed by them. I went to public places.
President Trump flew to Iraq, to a military base and left from the same military base within hours
in the dark of night. Our president went to Iraq, stayed there for three days, went to public
meetings in three Iraqi cities. Now, you tell me who's welcome in Iraq and who's not.

MARGARET BRENNAN: Did you hear that as a threat from the president?

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: I think the Iraqis heard that as a threat from the president.
MARGARET BRENNAN: The secretary of state when he was testifying before Congress specifically
said that there is absolutely no doubt that there are ties between Iran and al-Qaeda. Full stop. It
brought up this question of whether the U.S. is going to try to use some kind of authorization for

military force to strike Iran on the basis of past support for that kind of terrorism.

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: Well last I remember, 15 of the 21 9/11 terrorists were Saudi citizens.
None were Iranian.

MARGARET BRENNAN: You're not concerned that the US is looking--

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: I'm- I'm concerned about--

MARGARET BRENNAN: --for the possibility of how to strike Iran.

FOREIGN MINISTER ZARIF: I'm- I'm concerned about hidden agendas that some people are
following. I know that President Trump had ran on a campaign promise of not engaging in any

more foolish wars. I know that some other people have different agendas.

MARGARET BRENNAN: Alright. Thank you, sir. Thank you, minister for your time.
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DRIVING THE DAY

NEW ... PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP'S WEEK AHEAD --
MONDAY: The president will have lunch with VP Mike Pence. He will
also meet with Secretary of State Mike Pompeo. TUESDAY: The
president will have a bilateral meeting with Egypt President El Sisi.
WEDNESDAY: Trump will travel to San Antonio and Houston.
THURSDAY: The president and First Lady Melania Trump will meet
with Korean President Moon Jae-in and his wife Kim Jung-sook. He
will also meet with WWII veterans.

SUNDAY BEST -- BILL HEMMER spoke with ACTING WHITE
HOUSE CHIEF OF STAFF MICK MULVANEY on FOX NEWS' "FOX
NEWS SUNDAY: HEMMER: "[The president] also threatened to cut
off aid to Central American countries. Is that still a threat?"
MULVANEY: "Absolutely, it's for the same reason. This is his number
one priority. Keep in mind, dealing with healthcare is nice, dealing
with the economy is nice. The president's first responsibility is to
protect the integrity and safety of our nation, and we really do believe
and I think again, most folks are starting to agree with us now, that the
situation on the border is a national security crisis."
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-- ON TRUMP'S TAXES: HEMMER: "Do you believe Democrats will
ever see the President's tax returns?" MULVANEY: "Oh no, never, nor
should they. Keep in mind that that's an issue that was already
litigated during the election. Voters knew the president could have
given his tax returns, they knew that he didn't, and they elected him
anyway, which of course is what drive the Democrats crazy."

-- ON THE MUELLER REPORT: HEMMER: "Do you want to see it?"
MULVANEY: "I don't really have much interest in seeing it. I wasn't
involved in it. I was over at OMB during that process. I don't really
have much interest.”

JAKE TAPPER spoke with HOUSE INTEL CHAIRMAN ADAM
SCHIFF (D-CALIF.) on CNN'S "STATE OF THE UNION" about
whether parts of the Mueller report should be redacted: SCHIFF:
"Well, look, if there are classified portions of the report, if there's the
classified annex, for example, that may need to be close-hold,
depending on whether that reveals sources and methods. There may
even be some parts of that, though, that can be declassified in the
public interest.”

-- SCHIFF on collusion: "Yes, there's ample evidence of collusion in
plain sight. But that is not the same thing as proof of a criminal
conspiracy beyond a reasonable doubt, and that I would defer to Bob
Mueller's judgment. And I do. But I think what we're talking about
here is the difference between conduct that rises to the level of
criminality and conduct that is deeply unethical, unpatriotic and
corrupt that may not be criminal.”

-- TAPPER also spoke with National Economic Director LARRY
KUDLOW about Trump's possible Federal Reserve picks of Stephen
Moore and Herman Cain. KUDLOW: "I mean, first of all, they're both
very smart people. Second of all, let's take Mr. Herman Cain. Besides
being a very successful entrepreneur, businessman, he was a board
member of the Kansas City Federal Reserve, and actually was the
chairman of the board of the Kansas City Federal Reserve. His time
there spans, I think, about a decade.
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"He is intimately acquainted with Federal Reserve operations and
policy issues. So I think these criticisms are very unfair."”

SCOOP: ALEX ISENSTADT in Las Vegas: "Pro-Trump Republicans
plan eight-figure play for the Jewish vote in 2020": "Republicans
are planning a multimillion-dollar offensive aimed at fracturing the
Democratic Party's decades-long stranglehold on the Jewish vote.

"Spearheading the push is the Republican Jewish Coalition,
which receives substantial funding from casino mogul and GOP mega-
donor Sheldon Adelson. On Friday morning, the group's board
members — many of them prominent Republican Party donors —
gathered in a conference room at Adelson's Venetian resort, where
they were briefed on plans for a $10 million-plus blitz geared toward
attracting Jewish support for President Donald Trump. The
investment, people familiar with the early discussions say, will far
surpass what the group has spent in past presidential elections.

"With Democrats embroiled in a wrenching internal debate over
anti-Semitism and support for Israel, Republicans are moving to
capitalize with an aggressive campaign painting Trump — who himself
has at times faced accusations of stoking anti-Semitism — as a fierce
and unapologetic defender of the Jewish state.

""We're at the intersection of a very unique moment in time where
we have the most pro-Israel president ever in history in Donald
Trump, and we also at the same time have the Democratic Party -
because of the pressure of the progressive left - moving away from the
traditional support for Israel that has existed going back to 1948," said
Matt Brooks, who has served as RJC executive director for nearly three
decades." POLITICO

Good Sunday morning. THE VIRGINIA CAVALIERS will face the
TEXAS TECH RED RAIDERS for the NCAA men's basketball
championship Monday at 9:20 p.m. EDT in Minneapolis. It will be
broadcast on CBS. Virginia is an early one-point favorite in Vegas.

MORE SUNDAY BEST ... CHUCK TODD spoke with SOUTH BEND
MAYOR PETE BUTTIGIEG on NBC NEWS' "MEET THE PRESS"
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about what makes him qualified to be president: BUTTIGEIG: "I
would stack up my experience against anybody. I know it's not as
traditional I haven't been marinating in Washington here for a very
long time and I know I'm not part of that establishment but I would
argue that being the mayor of a city of any size means that you have to
deal with the kinds of issues that really hit Americans."

-- BUTTIGIEG on the issues: GUN CONTROL: "We've already decided
within the framework of the Second Amendment that we're going to
draw a line somewhere, right? 'Shall not be infringed’ clearly doesn't
mean that you're entitled to a nuclear weapon. I mean somewhere in
between a slingshot and a nuclear weapon we're going to draw a line
about what makes sense."

... ON ABORTION: "This is a moral question that's not going to be
settled by science and so the best way for it to be settled in practice is
by the person that actually faces the choice and when a woman is
facing this decision in her life, I think the - in terms of somebody
besides her who can most be useful in that, the answer to that would
be a doctor. Not a male government official imposing his
interpretation of his religion."

-- GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS spoke with JAY SEKULOW on
ABC’S "THIS WEEK" -- via Matthew Choi: "President Donald
Trump's personal lawyer, Jay Sekulow, on Sunday dismissed House
Democrats' request for the president's tax returns, charging the probe
sets a precedent for using the IRS for political purposes. 'What stops
another party from doing the same thing?' Sekulow said. ...

"Sekulow dismissed any notion the request had any policy value
and characterized it as weaponizing the president's personal finances.
He also pointed out that several House Democrats have not made their
taxes public and that it's illegal for Congress to disclose others' tax
returns, including public officials, without their consent. "The
president has not asked for Nancy Pelosi's tax returns,’ Sekulow said,
referring the Democratic House speaker from California." POLITICO
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BUCKLE UP ... THE NEXT TWO YEARS ... AP'S LISA MASCARO:
"Senate GOP game plan means more Trump nominees, fewer
bills": "Mitch McConnell says the Senate will be in the 'personnel

business' this year. But the majority leader's focus on confirming
President Donald Trump's nominees is coming at the expense of any
big legislative priorities.

"Nearly 100 days into the new Congress, the drive to confirm is
adding more conservatives to the courts and putting more Trump
appointees in government offices. But Trump's promises to replace the
Affordable Care Act, invest in infrastructure or cut middle class taxes
have been essentially shelved.

"The result is that the GOP-controlled Senate is on a very different
path heading into the 2020 election than is the House, where the
Democratic majority is churning out a long list of bills on ethics, gun
violence and other topics that, while unlikely to become law, show
voters their priorities.” AP

PELOSI INTERVIEW ... WAPO'S PAUL KANE: "Pelosi outlines a
path to victory for House Democrats in 2020 — and guarantees
it": "Barely three months into her second turn in charge, House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi has already mapped out a plan to overwhelm
Republicans in the 2020 elections.

"I'm going to have our races won by this November,' the
California Democrat said. Yes, the House speaker predicted that she
will have locked down the majority a full year ahead of schedule,
leaving the political battlefield to what she considers an intense
presidential race all the way up to November 2020.
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"It's a remarkably bold guarantee for Pelosi, who will celebrate this
new majority's 100-day mark at a Democratic retreat next week
outside Leesburg. Her caucus has had its share of growing pains in the
first quarter of the year, with younger, more-liberal Democrats trying

-- PELOSI made similar remarks about being focused on 2020 to us
earlier this week at a Playbook Interview. Look for this to be a new
rallying cry for the speaker to raise money and to energize the base.

MEANWHILE ... THE WAITING GAME CONTINUES -- "Congress
Waits as Barr Blacks Qut Parts of Mueller Report,” by NYT's
Charlie Savage

WHAT'S ON PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP'S MIND --
@realDonaldTrump at 9:50 a.m.: "Looks like Bob Mueller's team of
13 Trump Haters & Angry Democrats are illegally leaking information
to the press while the Fake News Media make up their own stories
with or without sources - sources no longer matter to our corrupt &
dishonest Mainstream Media, they are a Joke!"

FROM 30,000 FEET -- "Threats From Trump Often Fall Short,” by
NYT's Michael Tackett and Linda Qiu: "For President Trump, a threat
is frequently his first impulse. He is forceful, declarative and speaks
with unvarnished conviction. He has made the theme of promises
made, promises kept the anthem of his re-election effort. But his
threats often remain just that. The most recent example was when Mr.
Trump backed down from a vow to close the border with Mexico,
instead saying he would give one of the United States' most essential
trading partners a year to deal with the migrant crisis. ...

"Here is a look at some of Mr. Trump's more high-profile
threats[:] Closing the border with Mexico ... A bullhorn to Russia ...
Telling General Motors to reopen a plant, or else (he would cut
subsidies) ... Threats against the media ... Trying to overturn a
constitutional right ... California on his mind ... A veiled warning to
James B. Comey." NYT
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HMM ... WAPO'S HEATHER LONG: "Trump administration nearly
doubles H-2B guest visa program, which brings many Mexican
workers": "The Homeland Security and Labor departments plan to
grant an additional 30,000 H-2B visas this summer on top of the
33,000 they had already planned to give out, the agencies confirmed.

"The H-2B visa allows foreign workers to come to the United
States legally and work for several months at companies such as
landscapers, amusement parks or hotels. About 80 percent of these
visas went to people from Mexico and Central America last year,
government data shows." WaPo

-- "U.S. says reuniting separated families laborious process,"” by
AP's Elliot Spagat in San Diego: "The Trump administration wants up
to two years to find potentially thousands of children who were
separated from their families at the border before a judge halted the
practice last year, a task that it says is more laborious than previous
efforts because the children are no longer in government custody.

"The Justice Department said in a court filing late Friday that it
will take at least a year to review about 47,000 cases of
unaccompanied children taken into government custody between July
1, 2017 and June 25, 2018 — the day before U.S. District Judge Dana
Sabraw halted the general practice of splitting families. The
administration would begin by sifting through names for traits most
likely to signal separation — for example, children under 5." AP

ABOUT LAST NIGHT ... "Trump to Jewish Republicans:
Democrats pushing 'extreme, anti-Semitic agenda,"™ by Gabby Orr
in Washington and Alex Isenstadt in Las Vegas: "Speaking before a
crowd of influential GOP donors and Jewish Republicans, President
Donald Trump on Saturday accused Democrats of mistreating Israel
and allowing the 'scourge of anti-Semitism to take root' in their party.
'Democrats are advancing by far the most extreme, anti-Semitic
agenda in history,' Trump said.

"'If implemented... the Democrats' radical agenda could very well

leave Israel out there all by yourselves.' In remarks at an annual
conference hosted by the Republican Jewish Coalition, which
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endorsed Trump in 2016 and has spoken glowingly of his
administration during his first two years in office, the president riled
up the crowd by tearing down his political opponents one-by-one."
TOP TWEETS -- WAPO'S FELICIA SONOMEZ (@feliciasonmez):
"'Special thanks to Representative Omar of Minnesota. Oh, I forgot.
She doesn't like Israel. I forgot. I'm so sorry." Trump to RJC crowd,
singling out Omar one day after a man was arrested for threatening to

et

kill her and calling her a 'terrorist.

... AP'S ZEKE MILLER (@ZekeJMiller): "Trump was greeted at the
steps of Air Force One by Steve Wynn, former RNC finance chair who
resigned after sexual harassment allegations."”

2020 WATCH -- WAPO'S CHELSEA JANE in West Hollywood: ™It
got real gay real quick': Pete Buttigieg's rise electrifies the gay
community, but he could face a rocky road™: "Pete Buttigieg was
sitting in the back of a black SUV with a couple of staffers, sipping a
still-steeping cup of tea to ease the fatigue from his suddenly frenetic
schedule, when he looked out the window and interrupted himself.

"'Man,' said Buttigieg, taking in the rainbow-hued signs and
colorfully dressed passersby that signaled he had entered West
Hollywood, Los Angeles's de facto gay neighborhood. 'Tt got real gay
real quick out there.'

"Few Democratic presidential candidates could assess their
surroundings so bluntly without seeming painfully out of line. But
Buttigieg is not like any other Democratic presidential candidate — in
part, if not exclusively, because he is gay." WaPo

-- ELENA SCHNEIDER and MAGGIE SEVERNS: "Gillibrand leans
on female donor groups she built over last decade™: "In her first
years in the Senate, Kirsten Gillibrand traveled to major cities across
the country to start female-centric donor circles to elevate women in
politics, harkening back to her own political awakening as a donor in a
male-dominated space.
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"Now, the New York Democrat is returning to those groups —
some of which now contribute over $1 million to candidates per
election — and asking them to help make her the first female president
of the United States." POLITICO

A message from American Bankers Association:

America's Banks employ 2.1 million people and fuel the economy with
$10.2 trillion in lending. See how banks drive growth in your state.

-- JAMES ARKIN: "Former Auburn football coach running for
Alabama Senate seat": "Former Auburn University head football
coach Tommy Tuberville is running for Senate in Alabama as a
Republican, he announced Saturday. ... Tuberville is joining the race to
run against Democratic Sen. Doug Jones, who won a special election in
2017 and is running for a full term next year.

"Republican Rep. Bradley Byrne is already in the race, and several
other Republicans are considering jumping into the primary to
challenge Jones, who is viewed as the most vulnerable Democrat on
the ballot next year.

"Sean Spicer, President Donald Trump's former White House
communications director, is expected to assist Tuberville with the
campaign, according to sources familiar with the budding operation,
though a formal role hasn't been determined yet." POLITICO
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TRUMP'S SUNDAY -- There is nothing on the president's public
schedule today.

SNL LAST NIGHT - "Joe Biden Cold Open™: "Joe Biden (Jason
Sudeikis) meets with a consultant (Kate McKinnon) and undecided
women voters (Aidy Bryant, Leslie Jones) to evaluate if his behavior
crosses the line for a presidential run in 2020." 7-min. video

PLAYBOOK READS

PHOTO DU JOUR: Form
spaaking o young les
Berhn, Garmany. | Sean Gal

eri

MEANWHILE IN ISRAEL ... "Netanyahu vows to annex West Bank
settlements if re-elected,” by AP's Karin Laub in Jerusalem: "Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu pledged Saturday to annex
Jewish settlements in the occupied West Bank if re-elected, a dramatic
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policy shift apparently aimed at rallying his nationalist base in the
final stretch of the tight race.

"Netanyahu has promoted Jewish settlement expansion in his
four terms as prime minister, but until now refrained from presenting
a detailed vision for the West Bank, seen by the Palestinians as the
heartland of a future state. An Israeli annexation of large parts of the
West Bank is bound to snuff out any last flicker of hope for an Israeli-
Palestinian deal on the terms of a Palestinian state on lands Israel
captured in 1967." AP

-- THIS IS A BIG DEAL: This is essentially throwing the two-state

solution in the dustbin.

A message from American Bankers Association:
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Use this interactive man to see how banks drive the economy in your

state.

WHAT WALL STREET IS READING -- "How regulators,
Republicans and big banks fought for a big increase in lucrative
but risky corporate loans,” by WaPo's Damian Paletta: "Actions by
federal regulators and Republicans in Congress over the past two years
have paved the way for banks and other financial companies to issue
more than $1 trillion in risky corporate loans, sparking fears that
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Washington and Wall Street are repeating the mistakes made before
the financial crisis. The moves undercut policies put in place by
banking regulators six years ago that aimed to prevent high-risk
lending from once again damaging the economy.

"Now, regulators and even White House officials are struggling to
comprehend the scope and potential dangers of the massive pool of
credits, known as leveraged loans, they helped create. Goldman Sachs,
Wells Fargo, JP Morgan Chase, Bank of America and other financial
companies have originated these loans to hundreds of cash-strapped
companies, many of which could be unable to repay if the economy
slows or interest rates rise." WaPo

BEYOND THE BELTWAY -- "Survivors of Hurricane Michael in the
Florida Panhandle fear they have been forgotten,” by WaPo's
Patricia Sullivan and Joel Achenbach in Mexico Beach, Fla.: "The
stretch of the Florida Panhandle east of Panama City is known as the
Forgotten Coast, because it's so rural and undeveloped — a remnant of
a wild, pre-Disney, pre-air-conditioned Florida. ... Government
agencies have cleared the roads and utilities have restored power,
water and communications, but thousands of people are still desperate
for permanent housing, competing not only with one another for the
scarce supply of rental units, but with construction workers who have
come into the area.

"Many residents are living in damaged homes or trailers unfit for
human habitation. Some live in tents. Homeowners are frustrated by
stingy insurance companies and bewildering government paperwork,
and they're wary of shady contractors. ... Residents here wonder if
their fellow Americans understand their ongoing struggle. Charitable
donations flowing into the area have been modest. The American Red
Cross calculated that designated donations for Hurricane Michael
victims totaled $35 million through the end of March." WaPo

VALLEY TALK -- "Scheme to Swap Fake iPhones Adds Up to
$900,000 Loss for Apple, Prosecutors Say,"” by NYT's Rick Rojas:
"The con was simple: Send a fake iPhone to Apple claiming that the
device would not turn on and that it was under warranty, and not long
after, a genuine replacement arrived in the mail. It was a scheme that
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federal prosecutors said two college students in Oregon repeated on
such a scale that it amounted to nearly $900,000 in losses for Apple as
they sent in hundreds of counterfeit phones. The two students,
identified as Quan Jiang and Yangyang Zhou, would then ship the
iPhones overseas where they would be sold for hundreds of dollars,
and in return, they would get a cut of the profit." NYT

BONUS GREAT WEEKEND READS, curated by Daniel Lippman,
filing from Savannah, Georgia:

-- "Death By 1,000 Clicks: Where Electronic Health Records Went
Wrong," by Fred Schulte and Erika Fry in Fortune/Kaiser Health
News: "The U.S. government claimed that turning American medical
charts into electronic records would make health care better, safer,
and cheaper. Ten years and $36 billion later, the system is an unholy
mess. Inside a digital revolution that took a bad turn." KHN

-- "Why Beto and Buttigieg Pretend to Be Kennedys," by Peter
Canellos in POLITICO Magazine: "Decades after JFK and RFK were
killed, the family's political style remains the Democratic Party's only
winning path to the White House." POLITICO Magazine

-- "The Rise and Fall of a New York Shock Jock," by The New
Yorker's Nick Paumgarten: "Craig Carton's misadventures in gambling
and in the ticket-resale game led the on-air personality to risk
everything on a pretty flimsy play." The New Yorker

-- "What Was the Washington Post Afraid Of?" by New York
Magazine's Irin Carmon - per Longreads.com's description: "Irin
Carmon and Amy Brittain were on the verge of publishing an
investigation looking into sexual misconduct allegations against a
powerful executive at CBS. But the Washington Post decided not to
run the story. Carmon looks back at how an important story was
killed." NYMag

- "One gun's path to destruction,” by CNN's Scott Glover: "They
were a farming family, a young hothead, and an aspiring engineer with
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nothing in common - except a weapon that reached the San Francisco

-- "Editing in an age of outrage" - FT - per ALDaily.com's
description: "Ian Buruma on his tenure at the New York Review:
'Editors should be able to take risks. Denunciation, instead of debate,
will result in a kind of fearful conformity.™ FT

-- "They Had It Coming,” by Caitlin Flanagan in The Atlantic: "The
parents indicted in the college-admissions scandal were responding to
a changing America, with rage at being robbed of what they believed
was rightfully theirs." The Atlantic (h/t Longform.org)

-- "The Hidden Air Pollution in Our Homes," by Nicola Twilley in
The New Yorker: "Outdoor air has been regulated for decades, but
emissions from daily domestic activities may be more dangerous than
anyone imagined." The New Yorker

- "Trump's Mental Health: Is Pathological Narcissism the Key to
Trump'’s Behavior?" by Alex Morris in Rolling Stone in April 2017:
"Diagnosing the president was off-limits to experts - until a textbook
case entered the White House." Rolling Stone

-- "Capitalist Takeover of Higher Education,” by Kevin Carey in
HuffPost: "Just a few years ago, universities had a chance to make a
quality education affordable for everyone. Here's the little-known and
absolutely infuriating history of what they did instead.”" HuffPost (h/t
Longform.org)

-- "Turning Bystanders Into First Responders,” by Paige Williams
in The New Yorker: "In the mass-shooting era, civilians must help one
another in a crisis—and keep victims from bleeding to death." The
New Yorker

-- "Philip Roth, Landlord,” by Terena Elizabeth Bell in Yale Review -
per Longreads.com's description: "When you rent one of the Pulitzer
winning author's New York apartments, you can listen to his life
through the wall. Just don't ask him about his work.” Yale Review
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BEN WHITE AND MORNING MONEY HEAD TO #MIGLOBAL.:
POLITICO is partnering with the Milken Institute for this year's global
conference in Beverly Hills, Calif., from April 28 to May 1. Ben White
will again write a special "Morning Money?? newsletter for the
conference, detailing all the happenings, highlights, major
conversations, evening festivities and buzzy VIP gatherings. Sign up
foday to receive exclusive coverage and everything you need to know
direct from #MIGlobal in this special-edition, pop-up newsletter.

PLAYBOOKERS

SPOTTED: Merrick Garland walking on Saturday in Bethesda toward
Kenwood on a peak cherry blossom day ... Dikembe Mutombo on
Saturday at a reception for the new president of the DRC, Felix
Tshisekedi, at the Willard InterContinental

WEEKEND WEDDINGS -- "Samantha Marpe, Kristofer Sandor" -
N.Y. Times: "The bride, 34, is a recruiter with Henkel Search Partners,
a company in New York that specializes in recruiting investment
professionals for private equity firms. ... The groom, 40, was until
December 2018, the general manager of Citi Bike, a bike share
company based in New York. He previously served nine years on active
duty in the Navy as a nuclear submarine officer, having achieved the
rank of lieutenant, and was last stationed at the Office of the Secretary
of Defense in Washington. He also served as a White House social aide
in the Bush and Obama administrations." With a pic. NYT

-- Kim Starfield, senior protocol officer at the Department of State, on
Saturday married Alex Kisselburg, deputy director for the Middle
East, Africa and South Asia at DHS, at the Carnegie Institution for
Science in D.C. "The couple began dating in November 2012 when they
were both working for the Department of Homeland Security." Pic ...

Another pic
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BIRTHDAYS: Daniel Lippman is 29 ... Josh Holmes, president and
founding partner of Cavalry, is 4-0. He celebrated with a party with
close friends, including from Minnesota who flew in for the weekend
(hat tip: wife Blair) ... Bill McQuillen, EVP and Washington media lead
at BCW (h/t Ben Chang) ... Hilary Perry (h/ts Dick Keil) ... Michael
Meehan, CEO of Squared Communications and founding partner of
the Potomac West Group ... Bob Eitel ... former California Gov. Jerry
Brown is 81 ... former Indiana Gov. Mitch Daniels, now president of
Purdue University, is 7-0 ... POLITICO's Darren Samuelsohn, Maggie
Severns, Jon Otto, and Fernando Rodas ... Hodding Carter I11is 84 ...
Paige Lavender, HuffPost's senior editor of breaking news ... Cliff
Hackel ... Bonnie Levin (h/ts Jon Haber) ... Todd Schulte, president of
FWD.us ... Chimene Okere ... Tony Zeng ... Eric Walker ... Angus
Viebranz ... Alyssa Hackbarth ...

... Kaitlan Collins, CNN White House reporter ... Annalise Myre ...
CNN's Noah Gray (h/t Jeff Solnet) ... Michael Ciamarra ... Tom Lehner
... Alan Hoffman ... Andrew Holt ... Sara Croom ... Daniel Ellsberg is
88 ... Oren Jacobson is 37 ... Richard Reyes-Gavilan ... Ming Dang ...
Cara Bowers ... Deborah Scranton (h/t Jane Brown) ... WJLA alum
Dan Patrick ... CACI's Greg Hellman ... Ali Swee ... Mike Abboud, press
secretary at EPA (h/t James Hewitt) ... Aleesa Mann ... Jessica
Chasmar ... Eugene Kiely ... former Rep. Robert Brady (D-Pa.) is 74 ...
Sam Brill ... Valerie Nelson ... former German Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder is 75 ... Harry Philip ... Jimmy Williams ... Denis Gray ...
Collin Hansen ... Sam Brill ... Curt Grieve ... Rene Redwood ... Dana

Gray ... Fabiola Rodriguez-Ciampoli (h/ts Teresa Vilmain)
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DRIVING THE DAY

NEW ... PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP'S WEEK AHEAD --
MONDAY: The president will have lunch with VP Mike Pence. He will
also meet with Secretary of State Mike Pompeo. TUESDAY: The
president will have a bilateral meeting with Egypt President El Sisi.
WEDNESDAY: Trump will travel to San Antonio and Houston.
THURSDAY: The president and First Lady Melania Trump will meet
with Korean President Moon Jae-in and his wife Kim Jung-sook. He
will also meet with WWII veterans.

SUNDAY BEST -- BILL HEMMER spoke with ACTING WHITE
HOUSE CHIEF OF STAFF MICK MULVANEY on FOX NEWS' "FOX
NEWS SUNDAY: HEMMER: "[The president] also threatened to cut
off aid to Central American countries. Is that still a threat?"
MULVANEY: "Absolutely, it's for the same reason. This is his number
one priority. Keep in mind, dealing with healthcare is nice, dealing
with the economy is nice. The president's first responsibility is to
protect the integrity and safety of our nation, and we really do believe
and I think again, most folks are starting to agree with us now, that the
situation on the border is a national security crisis."
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-- ON TRUMP'S TAXES: HEMMER: "Do you believe Democrats will
ever see the President's tax returns?" MULVANEY: "Oh no, never, nor
should they. Keep in mind that that's an issue that was already
litigated during the election. Voters knew the president could have
given his tax returns, they knew that he didn't, and they elected him
anyway, which of course is what drive the Democrats crazy."

-- ON THE MUELLER REPORT: HEMMER: "Do you want to see it?"
MULVANEY: "I don't really have much interest in seeing it. I wasn't
involved in it. I was over at OMB during that process. I don't really
have much interest.”

JAKE TAPPER spoke with HOUSE INTEL CHAIRMAN ADAM
SCHIFF (D-CALIF.) on CNN'S "STATE OF THE UNION" about
whether parts of the Mueller report should be redacted: SCHIFF:
"Well, look, if there are classified portions of the report, if there's the
classified annex, for example, that may need to be close-hold,
depending on whether that reveals sources and methods. There may
even be some parts of that, though, that can be declassified in the
public interest.”

-- SCHIFF on collusion: "Yes, there's ample evidence of collusion in
plain sight. But that is not the same thing as proof of a criminal
conspiracy beyond a reasonable doubt, and that I would defer to Bob
Mueller's judgment. And I do. But I think what we're talking about
here is the difference between conduct that rises to the level of
criminality and conduct that is deeply unethical, unpatriotic and
corrupt that may not be criminal.”

-- TAPPER also spoke with National Economic Director LARRY
KUDLOW about Trump's possible Federal Reserve picks of Stephen
Moore and Herman Cain. KUDLOW: "I mean, first of all, they're both
very smart people. Second of all, let's take Mr. Herman Cain. Besides
being a very successful entrepreneur, businessman, he was a board
member of the Kansas City Federal Reserve, and actually was the
chairman of the board of the Kansas City Federal Reserve. His time
there spans, I think, about a decade.
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"He is intimately acquainted with Federal Reserve operations and
policy issues. So I think these criticisms are very unfair."”

SCOOP: ALEX ISENSTADT in Las Vegas: "Pro-Trump Republicans
plan eight-figure play for the Jewish vote in 2020": "Republicans
are planning a multimillion-dollar offensive aimed at fracturing the
Democratic Party's decades-long stranglehold on the Jewish vote.

"Spearheading the push is the Republican Jewish Coalition,
which receives substantial funding from casino mogul and GOP mega-
donor Sheldon Adelson. On Friday morning, the group's board
members — many of them prominent Republican Party donors —
gathered in a conference room at Adelson's Venetian resort, where
they were briefed on plans for a $10 million-plus blitz geared toward
attracting Jewish support for President Donald Trump. The
investment, people familiar with the early discussions say, will far
surpass what the group has spent in past presidential elections.

"With Democrats embroiled in a wrenching internal debate over
anti-Semitism and support for Israel, Republicans are moving to
capitalize with an aggressive campaign painting Trump — who himself
has at times faced accusations of stoking anti-Semitism — as a fierce
and unapologetic defender of the Jewish state.

""We're at the intersection of a very unique moment in time where
we have the most pro-Israel president ever in history in Donald
Trump, and we also at the same time have the Democratic Party -
because of the pressure of the progressive left - moving away from the
traditional support for Israel that has existed going back to 1948," said
Matt Brooks, who has served as RJC executive director for nearly three
decades." POLITICO

Good Sunday morning. THE VIRGINIA CAVALIERS will face the
TEXAS TECH RED RAIDERS for the NCAA men's basketball
championship Monday at 9:20 p.m. EDT in Minneapolis. It will be
broadcast on CBS. Virginia is an early one-point favorite in Vegas.

MORE SUNDAY BEST ... CHUCK TODD spoke with SOUTH BEND
MAYOR PETE BUTTIGIEG on NBC NEWS' "MEET THE PRESS"
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about what makes him qualified to be president: BUTTIGEIG: "I
would stack up my experience against anybody. I know it's not as
traditional I haven't been marinating in Washington here for a very
long time and I know I'm not part of that establishment but I would
argue that being the mayor of a city of any size means that you have to
deal with the kinds of issues that really hit Americans."

-- BUTTIGIEG on the issues: GUN CONTROL: "We've already decided
within the framework of the Second Amendment that we're going to
draw a line somewhere, right? 'Shall not be infringed’ clearly doesn't
mean that you're entitled to a nuclear weapon. I mean somewhere in
between a slingshot and a nuclear weapon we're going to draw a line
about what makes sense."

... ON ABORTION: "This is a moral question that's not going to be
settled by science and so the best way for it to be settled in practice is
by the person that actually faces the choice and when a woman is
facing this decision in her life, I think the - in terms of somebody
besides her who can most be useful in that, the answer to that would
be a doctor. Not a male government official imposing his
interpretation of his religion."

-- GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS spoke with JAY SEKULOW on
ABC’S "THIS WEEK" -- via Matthew Choi: "President Donald
Trump's personal lawyer, Jay Sekulow, on Sunday dismissed House
Democrats' request for the president's tax returns, charging the probe
sets a precedent for using the IRS for political purposes. 'What stops
another party from doing the same thing?' Sekulow said. ...

"Sekulow dismissed any notion the request had any policy value
and characterized it as weaponizing the president's personal finances.
He also pointed out that several House Democrats have not made their
taxes public and that it's illegal for Congress to disclose others' tax
returns, including public officials, without their consent. "The
president has not asked for Nancy Pelosi's tax returns,’ Sekulow said,
referring the Democratic House speaker from California." POLITICO
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BUCKLE UP ... THE NEXT TWO YEARS ... AP'S LISA MASCARO:
"Senate GOP game plan means more Trump nominees, fewer
bills": "Mitch McConnell says the Senate will be in the 'personnel

business' this year. But the majority leader's focus on confirming
President Donald Trump's nominees is coming at the expense of any
big legislative priorities.

"Nearly 100 days into the new Congress, the drive to confirm is
adding more conservatives to the courts and putting more Trump
appointees in government offices. But Trump's promises to replace the
Affordable Care Act, invest in infrastructure or cut middle class taxes
have been essentially shelved.

"The result is that the GOP-controlled Senate is on a very different
path heading into the 2020 election than is the House, where the
Democratic majority is churning out a long list of bills on ethics, gun
violence and other topics that, while unlikely to become law, show
voters their priorities.” AP

PELOSI INTERVIEW ... WAPO'S PAUL KANE: "Pelosi outlines a
path to victory for House Democrats in 2020 — and guarantees
it": "Barely three months into her second turn in charge, House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi has already mapped out a plan to overwhelm
Republicans in the 2020 elections.

"I'm going to have our races won by this November,' the
California Democrat said. Yes, the House speaker predicted that she
will have locked down the majority a full year ahead of schedule,
leaving the political battlefield to what she considers an intense
presidential race all the way up to November 2020.
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"It's a remarkably bold guarantee for Pelosi, who will celebrate this
new majority's 100-day mark at a Democratic retreat next week
outside Leesburg. Her caucus has had its share of growing pains in the
first quarter of the year, with younger, more-liberal Democrats trying

-- PELOSI made similar remarks about being focused on 2020 to us
earlier this week at a Playbook Interview. Look for this to be a new
rallying cry for the speaker to raise money and to energize the base.

MEANWHILE ... THE WAITING GAME CONTINUES -- "Congress
Waits as Barr Blacks Qut Parts of Mueller Report,” by NYT's
Charlie Savage

WHAT'S ON PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP'S MIND --
@realDonaldTrump at 9:50 a.m.: "Looks like Bob Mueller's team of
13 Trump Haters & Angry Democrats are illegally leaking information
to the press while the Fake News Media make up their own stories
with or without sources - sources no longer matter to our corrupt &
dishonest Mainstream Media, they are a Joke!"

FROM 30,000 FEET -- "Threats From Trump Often Fall Short,” by
NYT's Michael Tackett and Linda Qiu: "For President Trump, a threat
is frequently his first impulse. He is forceful, declarative and speaks
with unvarnished conviction. He has made the theme of promises
made, promises kept the anthem of his re-election effort. But his
threats often remain just that. The most recent example was when Mr.
Trump backed down from a vow to close the border with Mexico,
instead saying he would give one of the United States' most essential
trading partners a year to deal with the migrant crisis. ...

"Here is a look at some of Mr. Trump's more high-profile
threats[:] Closing the border with Mexico ... A bullhorn to Russia ...
Telling General Motors to reopen a plant, or else (he would cut
subsidies) ... Threats against the media ... Trying to overturn a
constitutional right ... California on his mind ... A veiled warning to
James B. Comey." NYT
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HMM ... WAPO'S HEATHER LONG: "Trump administration nearly
doubles H-2B guest visa program, which brings many Mexican
workers": "The Homeland Security and Labor departments plan to
grant an additional 30,000 H-2B visas this summer on top of the
33,000 they had already planned to give out, the agencies confirmed.

"The H-2B visa allows foreign workers to come to the United
States legally and work for several months at companies such as
landscapers, amusement parks or hotels. About 80 percent of these
visas went to people from Mexico and Central America last year,
government data shows." WaPo

-- "U.S. says reuniting separated families laborious process,"” by
AP's Elliot Spagat in San Diego: "The Trump administration wants up
to two years to find potentially thousands of children who were
separated from their families at the border before a judge halted the
practice last year, a task that it says is more laborious than previous
efforts because the children are no longer in government custody.

"The Justice Department said in a court filing late Friday that it
will take at least a year to review about 47,000 cases of
unaccompanied children taken into government custody between July
1, 2017 and June 25, 2018 — the day before U.S. District Judge Dana
Sabraw halted the general practice of splitting families. The
administration would begin by sifting through names for traits most
likely to signal separation — for example, children under 5." AP

ABOUT LAST NIGHT ... "Trump to Jewish Republicans:
Democrats pushing 'extreme, anti-Semitic agenda,"™ by Gabby Orr
in Washington and Alex Isenstadt in Las Vegas: "Speaking before a
crowd of influential GOP donors and Jewish Republicans, President
Donald Trump on Saturday accused Democrats of mistreating Israel
and allowing the 'scourge of anti-Semitism to take root' in their party.
'Democrats are advancing by far the most extreme, anti-Semitic
agenda in history,' Trump said.

"'If implemented... the Democrats' radical agenda could very well

leave Israel out there all by yourselves.' In remarks at an annual
conference hosted by the Republican Jewish Coalition, which
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endorsed Trump in 2016 and has spoken glowingly of his
administration during his first two years in office, the president riled
up the crowd by tearing down his political opponents one-by-one."
TOP TWEETS -- WAPO'S FELICIA SONOMEZ (@feliciasonmez):
"'Special thanks to Representative Omar of Minnesota. Oh, I forgot.
She doesn't like Israel. I forgot. I'm so sorry." Trump to RJC crowd,
singling out Omar one day after a man was arrested for threatening to

et

kill her and calling her a 'terrorist.

... AP'S ZEKE MILLER (@ZekeJMiller): "Trump was greeted at the
steps of Air Force One by Steve Wynn, former RNC finance chair who
resigned after sexual harassment allegations."”

2020 WATCH -- WAPO'S CHELSEA JANE in West Hollywood: ™It
got real gay real quick': Pete Buttigieg's rise electrifies the gay
community, but he could face a rocky road™: "Pete Buttigieg was
sitting in the back of a black SUV with a couple of staffers, sipping a
still-steeping cup of tea to ease the fatigue from his suddenly frenetic
schedule, when he looked out the window and interrupted himself.

"'Man,' said Buttigieg, taking in the rainbow-hued signs and
colorfully dressed passersby that signaled he had entered West
Hollywood, Los Angeles's de facto gay neighborhood. 'Tt got real gay
real quick out there.'

"Few Democratic presidential candidates could assess their
surroundings so bluntly without seeming painfully out of line. But
Buttigieg is not like any other Democratic presidential candidate — in
part, if not exclusively, because he is gay." WaPo

-- ELENA SCHNEIDER and MAGGIE SEVERNS: "Gillibrand leans
on female donor groups she built over last decade™: "In her first
years in the Senate, Kirsten Gillibrand traveled to major cities across
the country to start female-centric donor circles to elevate women in
politics, harkening back to her own political awakening as a donor in a
male-dominated space.
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"Now, the New York Democrat is returning to those groups —
some of which now contribute over $1 million to candidates per
election — and asking them to help make her the first female president
of the United States." POLITICO

A message from American Bankers Association:

America's Banks employ 2.1 million people and fuel the economy with
$10.2 trillion in lending. See how banks drive growth in your state.

-- JAMES ARKIN: "Former Auburn football coach running for
Alabama Senate seat": "Former Auburn University head football
coach Tommy Tuberville is running for Senate in Alabama as a
Republican, he announced Saturday. ... Tuberville is joining the race to
run against Democratic Sen. Doug Jones, who won a special election in
2017 and is running for a full term next year.

"Republican Rep. Bradley Byrne is already in the race, and several
other Republicans are considering jumping into the primary to
challenge Jones, who is viewed as the most vulnerable Democrat on
the ballot next year.

"Sean Spicer, President Donald Trump's former White House
communications director, is expected to assist Tuberville with the
campaign, according to sources familiar with the budding operation,
though a formal role hasn't been determined yet." POLITICO
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TRUMP'S SUNDAY -- There is nothing on the president's public
schedule today.

SNL LAST NIGHT - "Joe Biden Cold Open™: "Joe Biden (Jason
Sudeikis) meets with a consultant (Kate McKinnon) and undecided
women voters (Aidy Bryant, Leslie Jones) to evaluate if his behavior
crosses the line for a presidential run in 2020." 7-min. video

PLAYBOOK READS

MEANWHILE IN ISRAEL ... "Netanyahu vows to annex West Bank
settlements if re-elected,” by AP's Karin Laub in Jerusalem: "Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu pledged Saturday to annex
Jewish settlements in the occupied West Bank if re-elected, a dramatic
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policy shift apparently aimed at rallying his nationalist base in the
final stretch of the tight race.

"Netanyahu has promoted Jewish settlement expansion in his
four terms as prime minister, but until now refrained from presenting
a detailed vision for the West Bank, seen by the Palestinians as the
heartland of a future state. An Israeli annexation of large parts of the
West Bank is bound to snuff out any last flicker of hope for an Israeli-
Palestinian deal on the terms of a Palestinian state on lands Israel
captured in 1967." AP

-- THIS IS A BIG DEAL: This is essentially throwing the two-state

solution in the dustbin.

A message from American Bankers Association:
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Use this interactive man to see how banks drive the economy in your

state.

WHAT WALL STREET IS READING -- "How regulators,
Republicans and big banks fought for a big increase in lucrative
but risky corporate loans,” by WaPo's Damian Paletta: "Actions by
federal regulators and Republicans in Congress over the past two years
have paved the way for banks and other financial companies to issue
more than $1 trillion in risky corporate loans, sparking fears that

7.31.2020 ED_003047_00005430-00012



Seife v. EPA (1:19-cv-05190)

Washington and Wall Street are repeating the mistakes made before
the financial crisis. The moves undercut policies put in place by
banking regulators six years ago that aimed to prevent high-risk
lending from once again damaging the economy.

"Now, regulators and even White House officials are struggling to
comprehend the scope and potential dangers of the massive pool of
credits, known as leveraged loans, they helped create. Goldman Sachs,
Wells Fargo, JP Morgan Chase, Bank of America and other financial
companies have originated these loans to hundreds of cash-strapped
companies, many of which could be unable to repay if the economy
slows or interest rates rise." WaPo

BEYOND THE BELTWAY -- "Survivors of Hurricane Michael in the
Florida Panhandle fear they have been forgotten,” by WaPo's
Patricia Sullivan and Joel Achenbach in Mexico Beach, Fla.: "The
stretch of the Florida Panhandle east of Panama City is known as the
Forgotten Coast, because it's so rural and undeveloped — a remnant of
a wild, pre-Disney, pre-air-conditioned Florida. ... Government
agencies have cleared the roads and utilities have restored power,
water and communications, but thousands of people are still desperate
for permanent housing, competing not only with one another for the
scarce supply of rental units, but with construction workers who have
come into the area.

"Many residents are living in damaged homes or trailers unfit for
human habitation. Some live in tents. Homeowners are frustrated by
stingy insurance companies and bewildering government paperwork,
and they're wary of shady contractors. ... Residents here wonder if
their fellow Americans understand their ongoing struggle. Charitable
donations flowing into the area have been modest. The American Red
Cross calculated that designated donations for Hurricane Michael
victims totaled $35 million through the end of March." WaPo

VALLEY TALK -- "Scheme to Swap Fake iPhones Adds Up to
$900,000 Loss for Apple, Prosecutors Say,"” by NYT's Rick Rojas:
"The con was simple: Send a fake iPhone to Apple claiming that the
device would not turn on and that it was under warranty, and not long
after, a genuine replacement arrived in the mail. It was a scheme that
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federal prosecutors said two college students in Oregon repeated on
such a scale that it amounted to nearly $900,000 in losses for Apple as
they sent in hundreds of counterfeit phones. The two students,
identified as Quan Jiang and Yangyang Zhou, would then ship the
iPhones overseas where they would be sold for hundreds of dollars,
and in return, they would get a cut of the profit." NYT

BONUS GREAT WEEKEND READS, curated by Daniel Lippman,
filing from Savannah, Georgia:

-- "Death By 1,000 Clicks: Where Electronic Health Records Went
Wrong," by Fred Schulte and Erika Fry in Fortune/Kaiser Health
News: "The U.S. government claimed that turning American medical
charts into electronic records would make health care better, safer,
and cheaper. Ten years and $36 billion later, the system is an unholy
mess. Inside a digital revolution that took a bad turn." KHN

-- "Why Beto and Buttigieg Pretend to Be Kennedys," by Peter
Canellos in POLITICO Magazine: "Decades after JFK and RFK were
killed, the family's political style remains the Democratic Party's only
winning path to the White House." POLITICO Magazine

-- "The Rise and Fall of a New York Shock Jock,"” by The New
Yorker's Nick Paumgarten: "Craig Carton's misadventures in gambling
and in the ticket-resale game led the on-air personality to risk
everything on a pretty flimsy play." The New Yorker

-- "What Was the Washington Post Afraid Of?" by New York
Magazine's Irin Carmon - per Longreads.com's description: "Irin
Carmon and Amy Brittain were on the verge of publishing an
investigation looking into sexual misconduct allegations against a
powerful executive at CBS. But the Washington Post decided not to
run the story. Carmon looks back at how an important story was
killed." NYMag

- "One gun's path to destruction,” by CNN's Scott Glover: "They
were a farming family, a young hothead, and an aspiring engineer with
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nothing in common - except a weapon that reached the San Francisco

-- "Editing in an age of outrage" - FT - per ALDaily.com's
description: "Ian Buruma on his tenure at the New York Review:
'Editors should be able to take risks. Denunciation, instead of debate,
will result in a kind of fearful conformity.™ FT

-- "They Had It Coming,” by Caitlin Flanagan in The Atlantic: "The
parents indicted in the college-admissions scandal were responding to
a changing America, with rage at being robbed of what they believed
was rightfully theirs." The Atlantic (h/t Longform.org)

-- "The Hidden Air Pollution in Our Homes," by Nicola Twilley in
The New Yorker: "Outdoor air has been regulated for decades, but
emissions from daily domestic activities may be more dangerous than
anyone imagined." The New Yorker

- "Trump's Mental Health: Is Pathological Narcissism the Key to
Trump'’s Behavior?" by Alex Morris in Rolling Stone in April 2017:
"Diagnosing the president was off-limits to experts - until a textbook
case entered the White House." Rolling Stone

-- "Capitalist Takeover of Higher Education,” by Kevin Carey in
HuffPost: "Just a few years ago, universities had a chance to make a
quality education affordable for everyone. Here's the little-known and
absolutely infuriating history of what they did instead.”" HuffPost (h/t
Longform.org)

-- "Turning Bystanders Into First Responders,” by Paige Williams
in The New Yorker: "In the mass-shooting era, civilians must help one
another in a crisis—and keep victims from bleeding to death." The
New Yorker

-- "Philip Roth, Landlord,” by Terena Elizabeth Bell in Yale Review -
per Longreads.com's description: "When you rent one of the Pulitzer
winning author's New York apartments, you can listen to his life
through the wall. Just don't ask him about his work.” Yale Review
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BEN WHITE AND MORNING MONEY HEAD TO #MIGLOBAL.:
POLITICO is partnering with the Milken Institute for this year's global
conference in Beverly Hills, Calif., from April 28 to May 1. Ben White
will again write a special "Morning Money?? newsletter for the
conference, detailing all the happenings, highlights, major
conversations, evening festivities and buzzy VIP gatherings. Sign up
foday to receive exclusive coverage and everything you need to know
direct from #MIGlobal in this special-edition, pop-up newsletter.

PLAYBOOKERS

SPOTTED: Merrick Garland walking on Saturday in Bethesda toward
Kenwood on a peak cherry blossom day ... Dikembe Mutombo on
Saturday at a reception for the new president of the DRC, Felix
Tshisekedi, at the Willard InterContinental

WEEKEND WEDDINGS -- "Samantha Marpe, Kristofer Sandor" -
N.Y. Times: "The bride, 34, is a recruiter with Henkel Search Partners,
a company in New York that specializes in recruiting investment
professionals for private equity firms. ... The groom, 40, was until
December 2018, the general manager of Citi Bike, a bike share
company based in New York. He previously served nine years on active
duty in the Navy as a nuclear submarine officer, having achieved the
rank of lieutenant, and was last stationed at the Office of the Secretary
of Defense in Washington. He also served as a White House social aide
in the Bush and Obama administrations." With a pic. NYT

-- Kim Starfield, senior protocol officer at the Department of State, on
Saturday married Alex Kisselburg, deputy director for the Middle
East, Africa and South Asia at DHS, at the Carnegie Institution for
Science in D.C. "The couple began dating in November 2012 when they
were both working for the Department of Homeland Security." Pic ...

Another pic
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BIRTHDAYS: Daniel Lippman is 29 ... Josh Holmes, president and
founding partner of Cavalry, is 4-0. He celebrated with a party with
close friends, including from Minnesota who flew in for the weekend
(hat tip: wife Blair) ... Bill McQuillen, EVP and Washington media lead
at BCW (h/t Ben Chang) ... Hilary Perry (h/ts Dick Keil) ... Michael
Meehan, CEO of Squared Communications and founding partner of
the Potomac West Group ... Bob Eitel ... former California Gov. Jerry
Brown is 81 ... former Indiana Gov. Mitch Daniels, now president of
Purdue University, is 7-0 ... POLITICO's Darren Samuelsohn, Maggie
Severns, Jon Otto, and Fernando Rodas ... Hodding Carter I11is 84 ...
Paige Lavender, HuffPost's senior editor of breaking news ... Cliff
Hackel ... Bonnie Levin (h/ts Jon Haber) ... Todd Schulte, president of
FWD.us ... Chimene Okere ... Tony Zeng ... Eric Walker ... Angus
Viebranz ... Alyssa Hackbarth ...

... Kaitlan Collins, CNN White House reporter ... Annalise Myre ...
CNN's Noah Gray (h/t Jeff Solnet) ... Michael Ciamarra ... Tom Lehner
... Alan Hoffman ... Andrew Holt ... Sara Croom ... Daniel Ellsberg is
88 ... Oren Jacobson is 37 ... Richard Reyes-Gavilan ... Ming Dang ...
Cara Bowers ... Deborah Scranton (h/t Jane Brown) ... WJLA alum
Dan Patrick ... CACI's Greg Hellman ... Ali Swee ... Mike Abboud, press
secretary at EPA (h/t James Hewitt) ... Aleesa Mann ... Jessica
Chasmar ... Eugene Kiely ... former Rep. Robert Brady (D-Pa.) is 74 ...
Sam Brill ... Valerie Nelson ... former German Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder is 75 ... Harry Philip ... Jimmy Williams ... Denis Gray ...
Collin Hansen ... Sam Brill ... Curt Grieve ... Rene Redwood ... Dana

Gray ... Fabiola Rodriguez-Ciampoli (h/ts Teresa Vilmain)
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Message

From: POLITICO Huddle [huddledigest@politico.com]

Sent: 4/2/2019 12:11:54 PM

To: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]

Subject: POLITICO Huddle, presented by the Financial Services Forum: TRUMP PUNTS ON HEALTH CARE -- Dems plow ahead

with Trump probes -- CONGRESS BRACES FOR ‘UGLY’ FISCAL CLIFF FIGHT -- Biden’s Capitol Hill allies wrestle with
latest allegations

View online version

mzanona@politico.com: @MZanona:

With an assist from Sarah Ferris

THANK YOU, NEXT -- Last week, Trump vowed that the GOP will be the "party of health
care." But this week, he added a new caveat: not until after 2020. The president tweeted last
night that Congress won't vote on an Obamacare replacement plan until after the election,
effectively turning it into a campaign issue (and we saw how well that worked out for the
GOP in 2018.) But at least for now, it takes a political hot potato out of the hands of
Republicans, who were desperate to avoid another bruising fight over health care.

Democrats, who have seized on the DOJ's surprising decision last week to support a
lawsuit gutting the Affordable Care Act, are still keen to keep the issue in the spotlight: The
House will vote later today on a resolution condemning the administration's move. More
from Quint Forgey and Bres: hittps://politi.co/2FSzFiM.

Related read: "Pelosi aide sought to undercut Medicare for All," by Adam Cancryn:
https://politi.co/2UtNgug4.
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MEANWHILE ... Trump also lashed out at Puerto Rico during last night's tweet storm,
which came after Senate Democrats voted down a massive disaster aid package because it
didn't contain enough relief for the island. "The Democrats today killed a Bill that would
have provided great relief to Farmers and yet more money to Puerto Rico despite the fact
that Puerto Rico has already been scheduled to receive more hurricane relief funding than
any 'place’ in history," Trump tweeted. "The people of Puerto Rico are GREAT, but the
politicians are incompetent or corrupt.”

THE CLIFF TO END ALL CLIFFS -- You thought the five-week government shutdown was
bad? It could get much, much worse. In the next six months or so, President Donald Trump
and Hill Democrats will have to strike a deal to avert a debt ceiling meltdown and another
one to lift Congress's stiff budget caps to avert billions in painful spending cuts, reports
Sarah. Oh, and then there's the border wall fight — all in the runup to Trump's
hyperpolarized reelection bid.

Many Democrats would love to do a grand bargain : a budget caps deal and a debt
ceiling hike all in one package. But the White House has a different plan: They want to tackle
the debt ceiling separately, which they think cuts off Democrats' leverage, while trying to
punt on the budget caps until much later this fall. But Democrats will be hard-pressed to
hike the debt limit with nondefense programs at risk of losing $55 billion by year's end —
the result of a widely detested 2011 budget law.

'Really ugly’ : Republicans — particularly in the Senate, with their rough 2020 map — are
wary of playing political games with the debt limit. Many in the GOP are still reeling from a
35-day shutdown that they feel won them no favors back home. But some Republicans fear
that Trump could force their hand, especially with advisers like Mick Mulvaney, who helped
fuel the 2011 debt crisis when he was a lawmaker. "It's gonna be really ugly," said one senior
House GOP appropriator. Much more from Sarah: https://politi.co/214Tdmp.

Related: "House Dems fail to agree on budget resolution,"” via The Hill's Niv Elis:
http://bit.ly/2WxCriQ.

HAPPY TUESDAY! Welcome to Huddle, the play-by-play guide to all things Capitol Hill, on
this April 2, where we are wondering whether Julia Louis-Dreytus will be the latest
Democrat to jump into 2020, since a comedian who plays an accidental president on TV is
currently leading the polls in Ukraine's election.

MONDAY'S MOST CLICKED: Heather and Burgess's story on McConnell stiff-arming the
Pelosi agenda was the big winner.
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** A message from the Financial Services Forum: The largest financial institutions in
America provide businesses on Main Street with the resources they need to grow. The eight
largest, most diversified U.S. banks hold $86 billion in small business loans, helping
entrepreneurs in communities across the country realize their dreams. Learn how. **

SUBPOENA SEASON -- Democrats have wrestled with how aggressively to investigate
Trump in a post-Mueller world. But one week after the anti-climactic conclusion of the
special counsel's Russia probe, Democrats are sending an unmistakable message: they aren't
afraid to unleash their subpoena powers on the Trump administration. On Monday, the
House Oversight and Reform Committee intensified its probe into White House security
clearances, revealing bombshell allegations from a whistleblower who says senior Trump

administration officials overruled 25 security clearance denials, reports Andrew. The panel
will vote Tuesday to authorize a subpoena for Carl Kline, the former White House personnel
security chief.

And the House Judiciary Committee signaled it would authorize a subpoena on

Wednesday to force the DOJ to hand over the entire Mueller report and all its underlying
materials if they aren't released by today's deadline, teeing up what is likely to be a drawn
out legal battle with the administration. The panel is also preparing to subpoena several
former White House officials, including Hope Hicks, Steve Bannon, Reince Priebus and Don
McGahn, as part of its investigation into alleged obstruction of justice, corruption and abuse
of power, report Darren Samuelsohn and Kyle.

KEEPING THEIR DISTANCE -- Senate Democrats are taking a cautious approach as they
respond to allegations that former Vice President Joe Biden acted inappropriately toward
women, report Burgess and Marianne. No one has said the accusations should disquality
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Biden from jumping into the 2020 race, and some of his former colleagues said Biden's
touchy-feely behavior can be taken out of context. But Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.) said
he'll need to explain himself, while Sen. Mazie Hirono (D-Hawaii) said he needs to be more
aware of his actions. Some in the party are worried that defending Biden could make it more
difficult to paint a sharp contrast with Trump in 2020. But Democrats, who agonized over
their response to allegations against former Sen. Al Franken (D-Minn.), are also wary over
overreacting. Much more: https://politi.co/2Wyvy4VI.

We've Launched the New POLITICO Pro: The POLITICO Pro platform has been
enhanced to give users a more intuitive, smart, and data-driven experience that
delivers personalized content, recommendations and intel tailored to the information
you need, when you need it. Experience the new Pro.

TURNING THE TABLES -- House Democrats are considering holding a floor vote on
Trump's threat to shut down the southern border, reports the Washington Post. Such a
move would pose an uncomfortable loyalty test for Republicans, some of whom have warned
that closing the border is a bad idea. Democrats appear to be taking a page out of the GOP's
book, as Republicans have been trolling Democrats by forcing them to go on the record over
divisive issues like the progressives' Green New Deal. Democratic appropriators are also
weighing their options to maintain foreign aid funding to Guatemala, El Salvador and
Honduras, which Trump has decided to cut off. The deets from Felicia Sonmez and Michael
Scherer: https://wapo.st/2FRUATZ.

Related: "Trump bewilders GOP allies on immigration ahead of border visit," by Anita
Kumar, Ted Hesson and Burgess: https://politi.co/2YJJw20.

FEELING THE SQUEEZE -- House Republicans are racing to combat accusations that the
party is anti-woman as they face increased pressure from the left on a series of Democratic-
backed measures focusing on women's issues. GOP lawmakers, still bruised from a midterm
election that saw female voters flee the party, have introduced a stack of bills to compete
with Democratic legislation tackling issues that are important to women. They hope their
alternative options will provide some cover for Republicans, who voted against a gender
wage gap bill last week and plan to oppose a reauthorization of the Violence Against Women
Act this week — votes that Democrats have seized on to paint the GOP as hostile toward
women. More from your Huddle host: https://politi.co/2Ubz1GB.
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Related reads: "Dick Cheney lurks behind the scenes as Liz Cheney plots her ambitious
climb," by David Drucker of The Washington Examiner: http://bit.ly/2UoExVB; and "House
Democratic women flex muscles with formal caucus, plus a political arm," via Roll Call's
Lindsey McPherson: https://washex.am/2TPiNrB.

TRANSITIONS

Lincoln Peek, who worked for Sen. Patrick Leahy's (D-Vt.) press team, has started as

communications director for Rep. Peter Welch (D-Vt.). Peek replaces Kate Hamilton, who
will be heading to Yale Law School in August.

TODAY IN CONGRESS

The House gavels in at 10 a.m., with first votes expected between 1:15 and 2:15 p.m. Today's
agenda: http://bit.lv/2TRc(Q3A. The Senate meets at 10 a.m. to resume consideration of the

motion to proceed to S. Res. 50.

Also of note: During the first vote series, House Republicans will file a discharge petition to
start collecting signatures for forcing a vote on legislation banning "late-term abortions."

AROUND THE HILL

The House Democratic Caucus will hold a closed-door meeting at 9 a.m. in HC-5.

Sen. Rick Scott (R-Fla.) holds a news conference to discuss lowering the costs of
prescription drugs at 9 a.m. in the Senate Radio/TV Gallery.

Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.), Sen. Jeanne Shaheen (D-N.H.),
Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) and Rep. Colin Allred (D-Texas) hold a media event to
call on the Trump administration to "halt legal assault on Americans' health care" at 10 a.m.
in front of the Supreme Court.

House Democratic Caucus Chairman Hakeem Jeffries (D-N.Y.) and Vice Chair
Katherine Clark (D-Mass.) will hold a weekly press conference at 10:45 a.m. in HC-8.

House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.), Minority Whip Steve Scalise (R-La.)
and GOP Conference Chairwoman Liz Cheney (R-Wyo.) hold a press conference on the
"Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Protection Act" at 11:30 a.m. on the House Triangle.
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House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer (D-Md.) holds a pen and pad briefing with reporters
at 11:30 a.m. in H-107.

The Senate will recess from 12:30 p.m. to 2:15 p.m. for the weekly party luncheons.
Afterward, Senate Republicans and Democrats each hold a media availability at the Ohio
Clock Corridor.

Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) holds a news conference with the Democratic Women's
caucus to mark Equal Pay Day at 1:30 p.m. in H-207.

Reps. Robin Kelly (D-lll.) and Mike Thompson (D-Calif.) hold a news conference on
"public health and gun violence prevention" at 1:30 p.m. on the House Triangle.

MONDAY'S WINNER -- Tommy Brown was the first to correctly guess that Senator Patrick
Leahy was referring to Batman, his favorite fictional hero, when he said: "He didn't live the
comfortable life that he could with his wealth and everything else. Instead, he tried to help
others — may or may not agree with his tactics every time, but he's trying to help others."

TODAY'S QUESTION -- From Tommy: Though many Senators have later served on the
Supreme Court, this man became the only Justice to do the opposite and "retire" to the
Senate. Who is this individual? First person to correctly guess gets a mention in the next

edition of Huddle. Send your best guess my way: mzanona@politico.com.

GET HUDDLE emailed to your phone each morning.

** A message from the Financial Services Forum: The Financial Services Forum
represents the eight largest and most diversified financial institutions headquartered in the
United States. Our banking institutions are a leading source of lending and investment in
the United States and serve millions of consumers, businesses, investors, and communities.
We foster deep and liquid capital markets that allow the U.S. government and private
institutions to finance public spending and investment. We have substantially increased our
capital and liquid resources, and worked with regulators to significantly enhance the safety
of the financial system. America's largest banks are strongly positioned to support U.S.
workers and businesses. Learn more about the Forum and how our members' 1 million
employees serve our economy and communities. Follow us on Twitter @fsforum, LinkedIn,

and online at: www.fsforum.com. **

YView oriing
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Message

From: POLITICO Huddle [huddledigest@politico.com]

Sent: 4/2/2019 12:11:54 PM

To: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]

Subject: POLITICO Huddle, presented by the Financial Services Forum: TRUMP PUNTS ON HEALTH CARE -- Dems plow ahead

with Trump probes -- CONGRESS BRACES FOR ‘UGLY’ FISCAL CLIFF FIGHT -- Biden’s Capitol Hill allies wrestle with
latest allegations

View online version

mzanona@politico.com: @MZanona:

With an assist from Sarah Ferris

THANK YOU, NEXT -- Last week, Trump vowed that the GOP will be the "party of health
care." But this week, he added a new caveat: not until after 2020. The president tweeted last
night that Congress won't vote on an Obamacare replacement plan until after the election,
effectively turning it into a campaign issue (and we saw how well that worked out for the
GOP in 2018.) But at least for now, it takes a political hot potato out of the hands of
Republicans, who were desperate to avoid another bruising fight over health care.

Democrats, who have seized on the DOJ's surprising decision last week to support a
lawsuit gutting the Affordable Care Act, are still keen to keep the issue in the spotlight: The
House will vote later today on a resolution condemning the administration's move. More
from Quint Forgey and Bres: hittps://politi.co/2FSzFiM.

Related read: "Pelosi aide sought to undercut Medicare for All," by Adam Cancryn:
https://politi.co/2UtNgug4.
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MEANWHILE ... Trump also lashed out at Puerto Rico during last night's tweet storm,
which came after Senate Democrats voted down a massive disaster aid package because it
didn't contain enough relief for the island. "The Democrats today killed a Bill that would
have provided great relief to Farmers and yet more money to Puerto Rico despite the fact
that Puerto Rico has already been scheduled to receive more hurricane relief funding than
any 'place’ in history," Trump tweeted. "The people of Puerto Rico are GREAT, but the
politicians are incompetent or corrupt.”

THE CLIFF TO END ALL CLIFFS -- You thought the five-week government shutdown was
bad? It could get much, much worse. In the next six months or so, President Donald Trump
and Hill Democrats will have to strike a deal to avert a debt ceiling meltdown and another
one to lift Congress's stiff budget caps to avert billions in painful spending cuts, reports
Sarah. Oh, and then there's the border wall fight — all in the runup to Trump's
hyperpolarized reelection bid.

Many Democrats would love to do a grand bargain : a budget caps deal and a debt
ceiling hike all in one package. But the White House has a different plan: They want to tackle
the debt ceiling separately, which they think cuts off Democrats' leverage, while trying to
punt on the budget caps until much later this fall. But Democrats will be hard-pressed to
hike the debt limit with nondefense programs at risk of losing $55 billion by year's end —
the result of a widely detested 2011 budget law.

'Really ugly’ : Republicans — particularly in the Senate, with their rough 2020 map — are
wary of playing political games with the debt limit. Many in the GOP are still reeling from a
35-day shutdown that they feel won them no favors back home. But some Republicans fear
that Trump could force their hand, especially with advisers like Mick Mulvaney, who helped
fuel the 2011 debt crisis when he was a lawmaker. "It's gonna be really ugly," said one senior
House GOP appropriator. Much more from Sarah: https://politi.co/214Tdmp.

Related: "House Dems fail to agree on budget resolution,"” via The Hill's Niv Elis:
http://bit.ly/2WxCriQ.

HAPPY TUESDAY! Welcome to Huddle, the play-by-play guide to all things Capitol Hill, on
this April 2, where we are wondering whether Julia Louis-Dreytus will be the latest
Democrat to jump into 2020, since a comedian who plays an accidental president on TV is
currently leading the polls in Ukraine's election.

MONDAY'S MOST CLICKED: Heather and Burgess's story on McConnell stiff-arming the
Pelosi agenda was the big winner.

Seife v. EPA (1:19-cv-05190) 7.31.2020 ED_003047_00005432-00002



** A message from the Financial Services Forum: The largest financial institutions in
America provide businesses on Main Street with the resources they need to grow. The eight
largest, most diversified U.S. banks hold $86 billion in small business loans, helping
entrepreneurs in communities across the country realize their dreams. Learn how. **

SUBPOENA SEASON -- Democrats have wrestled with how aggressively to investigate
Trump in a post-Mueller world. But one week after the anti-climactic conclusion of the
special counsel's Russia probe, Democrats are sending an unmistakable message: they aren't
afraid to unleash their subpoena powers on the Trump administration. On Monday, the
House Oversight and Reform Committee intensified its probe into White House security
clearances, revealing bombshell allegations from a whistleblower who says senior Trump

administration officials overruled 25 security clearance denials, reports Andrew. The panel
will vote Tuesday to authorize a subpoena for Carl Kline, the former White House personnel
security chief.

And the House Judiciary Committee signaled it would authorize a subpoena on

Wednesday to force the DOJ to hand over the entire Mueller report and all its underlying
materials if they aren't released by today's deadline, teeing up what is likely to be a drawn
out legal battle with the administration. The panel is also preparing to subpoena several
former White House officials, including Hope Hicks, Steve Bannon, Reince Priebus and Don
McGahn, as part of its investigation into alleged obstruction of justice, corruption and abuse
of power, report Darren Samuelsohn and Kyle.

KEEPING THEIR DISTANCE -- Senate Democrats are taking a cautious approach as they
respond to allegations that former Vice President Joe Biden acted inappropriately toward
women, report Burgess and Marianne. No one has said the accusations should disquality
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Biden from jumping into the 2020 race, and some of his former colleagues said Biden's
touchy-feely behavior can be taken out of context. But Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.) said
he'll need to explain himself, while Sen. Mazie Hirono (D-Hawaii) said he needs to be more
aware of his actions. Some in the party are worried that defending Biden could make it more
difficult to paint a sharp contrast with Trump in 2020. But Democrats, who agonized over
their response to allegations against former Sen. Al Franken (D-Minn.), are also wary over
overreacting. Much more: https://politi.co/2Wyvy4VI.

We've Launched the New POLITICO Pro: The POLITICO Pro platform has been
enhanced to give users a more intuitive, smart, and data-driven experience that
delivers personalized content, recommendations and intel tailored to the information
you need, when you need it. Experience the new Pro.

TURNING THE TABLES -- House Democrats are considering holding a floor vote on
Trump's threat to shut down the southern border, reports the Washington Post. Such a
move would pose an uncomfortable loyalty test for Republicans, some of whom have warned
that closing the border is a bad idea. Democrats appear to be taking a page out of the GOP's
book, as Republicans have been trolling Democrats by forcing them to go on the record over
divisive issues like the progressives' Green New Deal. Democratic appropriators are also
weighing their options to maintain foreign aid funding to Guatemala, El Salvador and
Honduras, which Trump has decided to cut off. The deets from Felicia Sonmez and Michael
Scherer: https://wapo.st/2FRUATZ.

Related: "Trump bewilders GOP allies on immigration ahead of border visit," by Anita
Kumar, Ted Hesson and Burgess: https://politi.co/2YJJw20.

FEELING THE SQUEEZE -- House Republicans are racing to combat accusations that the
party is anti-woman as they face increased pressure from the left on a series of Democratic-
backed measures focusing on women's issues. GOP lawmakers, still bruised from a midterm
election that saw female voters flee the party, have introduced a stack of bills to compete
with Democratic legislation tackling issues that are important to women. They hope their
alternative options will provide some cover for Republicans, who voted against a gender
wage gap bill last week and plan to oppose a reauthorization of the Violence Against Women
Act this week — votes that Democrats have seized on to paint the GOP as hostile toward
women. More from your Huddle host: https://politi.co/2Ubz1GB.
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Related reads: "Dick Cheney lurks behind the scenes as Liz Cheney plots her ambitious
climb," by David Drucker of The Washington Examiner: http://bit.ly/2UoExVB; and "House
Democratic women flex muscles with formal caucus, plus a political arm," via Roll Call's
Lindsey McPherson: https://washex.am/2TPiNrB.

TRANSITIONS

Lincoln Peek, who worked for Sen. Patrick Leahy's (D-Vt.) press team, has started as

communications director for Rep. Peter Welch (D-Vt.). Peek replaces Kate Hamilton, who
will be heading to Yale Law School in August.

TODAY IN CONGRESS

The House gavels in at 10 a.m., with first votes expected between 1:15 and 2:15 p.m. Today's
agenda: http://bit.lv/2TRc(Q3A. The Senate meets at 10 a.m. to resume consideration of the

motion to proceed to S. Res. 50.

Also of note: During the first vote series, House Republicans will file a discharge petition to
start collecting signatures for forcing a vote on legislation banning "late-term abortions."

AROUND THE HILL

The House Democratic Caucus will hold a closed-door meeting at 9 a.m. in HC-5.

Sen. Rick Scott (R-Fla.) holds a news conference to discuss lowering the costs of
prescription drugs at 9 a.m. in the Senate Radio/TV Gallery.

Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.), Sen. Jeanne Shaheen (D-N.H.),
Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) and Rep. Colin Allred (D-Texas) hold a media event to
call on the Trump administration to "halt legal assault on Americans' health care" at 10 a.m.
in front of the Supreme Court.

House Democratic Caucus Chairman Hakeem Jeffries (D-N.Y.) and Vice Chair
Katherine Clark (D-Mass.) will hold a weekly press conference at 10:45 a.m. in HC-8.

House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.), Minority Whip Steve Scalise (R-La.)
and GOP Conference Chairwoman Liz Cheney (R-Wyo.) hold a press conference on the
"Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Protection Act" at 11:30 a.m. on the House Triangle.
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House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer (D-Md.) holds a pen and pad briefing with reporters
at 11:30 a.m. in H-107.

The Senate will recess from 12:30 p.m. to 2:15 p.m. for the weekly party luncheons.
Afterward, Senate Republicans and Democrats each hold a media availability at the Ohio
Clock Corridor.

Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) holds a news conference with the Democratic Women's
caucus to mark Equal Pay Day at 1:30 p.m. in H-207.

Reps. Robin Kelly (D-lll.) and Mike Thompson (D-Calif.) hold a news conference on
"public health and gun violence prevention" at 1:30 p.m. on the House Triangle.

MONDAY'S WINNER -- Tommy Brown was the first to correctly guess that Senator Patrick
Leahy was referring to Batman, his favorite fictional hero, when he said: "He didn't live the
comfortable life that he could with his wealth and everything else. Instead, he tried to help
others — may or may not agree with his tactics every time, but he's trying to help others."

TODAY'S QUESTION -- From Tommy: Though many Senators have later served on the
Supreme Court, this man became the only Justice to do the opposite and "retire" to the
Senate. Who is this individual? First person to correctly guess gets a mention in the next

edition of Huddle. Send your best guess my way: mzanona@politico.com.

GET HUDDLE emailed to your phone each morning.

** A message from the Financial Services Forum: The Financial Services Forum
represents the eight largest and most diversified financial institutions headquartered in the
United States. Our banking institutions are a leading source of lending and investment in
the United States and serve millions of consumers, businesses, investors, and communities.
We foster deep and liquid capital markets that allow the U.S. government and private
institutions to finance public spending and investment. We have substantially increased our
capital and liquid resources, and worked with regulators to significantly enhance the safety
of the financial system. America's largest banks are strongly positioned to support U.S.
workers and businesses. Learn more about the Forum and how our members' 1 million
employees serve our economy and communities. Follow us on Twitter @fsforum, LinkedIn,

and online at: www.fsforum.com. **

YView oriing
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To: Bowman, Liz[Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]

From: Anna Palmer Jake Sherman Daniel Lippman[politicoplaybook@politico.com]
Sent: Thur 3/21/2019 10:12:33 AM (UTC)

Subject: POLITICO Playbook: Trump leans in on trade, invites Republicans to W.H.

View in browser

v ANNA PALMER, JAKE SHERMAN %73 DANIEL LIPPMAN

Presented by

Listen to today's Audio Briefing

DRIVING THE DAY

SCOOP ... TRACKING TRADE, THE PRESIDENT'S TOP PRIORITY ... THE WHITE HOUSE has invited
House Republicans on the USMCA -- new NAFTA -- whip team to meet with PRESIDENT DONALD
TRUMP next week. The invitations went out Wednesday to a few offices on Capitol Hill. The meeting will

be Tuesday at 3:15 p.m., and it is restricted to members of Congress.

TRUMP'S personal involvement here is a new dynamic, and it's notable. Some people in the White House
pushed back on us last week when we asked when the president would get involved. He's now getting
involved, speaking to a small group of Republican members about his top legislative priority.

SPOTTED : Clarence Thomas leaving lunch at the Capital Grille. He was greeted by a TMZ reporter, who
yelled "Justice! Justice! Who do you like in March Madness?" He laughed and said, "I like you."

ELIANA JOHNSON and DANIEL LIPPMAN: "Aides struggle to see strategy in Trump's Conway,
MccCain fights": "As the lurid disputes dominated cable news for several more hours, it was unclear
whether Trump had any strategy in mind. Some people close to Trump speculated that he might be
consciously trying to remake the news environment — creating a bizarre spectacle to displace criticism of
his tepid response to the massacre of dozens of Muslims in New Zealand, the timing of the
administration's decision to ground Boeing's 737 Max jets, and frenzied anticipation around the
imminent release of special counsel Robert Mueller's final report.

"But the saga has left even White House aides accustomed to a president who bucks convention
feeling uncomfortable. While the controversies may have pushed aside some bad news, they also trampled
on Trump's Wednesday visit to an army tank manufacturing plant in swing-state Ohio." POLITICO

-- NYT, A1: MAGGIE HABERMAN, ANNIE KARNI and MICHAEL TACKETT: "Months After John
McCain's Death, Trump Keeps Feud With Him Alive” ... Print headline: "McCain Death Hasn't
Silenced A Trump Feud”
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-- ASIDE FROM THE PLAINLY OBVIOUS observations about the McCain-Trump feud, TRUMP seems to
be a bit confused on the substance. McCain voted against the skinny repeal, which wouldn't have repealed
Obamacare immediately. It was aimed at getting the two sides -- the House and Senate -- into a
negotiation. Yes, McCain stopped that. But it's completely plausible that the process would've gone
sideways if McCain had voted yes. There were other efforts to repeal Obamacare after that that also blew
up. But the president seems to have settled on McCain as a punching bag.

-- HOW MCCAIN ALLIES ARE RESPONDING ... THE MCCAIN INSTITUTE has sent out a fact sheet
about the late Arizona Republican's life. The fact sheet

-- SEN. LINDSEY GRAHAM (R-S.C.) on McCain ... He said Trump bashing McCain hurts Trump more
than it hurts the legacy of McCain: "My job is to represent the people of South Carolina. They want me to
work with the president where I can. I've got to know the president. We have a good working relationship.
I like him. I don't like when he says things about my friend John McCain. And the best thing that can
happen, I think, for all of us is to move forward and focus on the challenges like North Korea, Venezuela,
our growing economy, fixing a broken immigration system and on and on and on." 1:20 video

-- CNN'S MANU RAJU (@mkraju): "GOP senators up in 2020 have been mostly mum about Trump's
attacks on McCain; today Martha McSally -- who is sitting in McCain's seat -- praised McCain's service
and legacy but didn't call out Trump by name."

Good Thursday morning.

SECRETARY OF STATE MIKE POMPEO, in Jerusalem standing next to Benjamin Netanyahu, said:
"Sadly we in the United States, we have seen anti-Semitic language uttered even in the great halls of our
own Capitol. This should not be." The video

-- KEEP YOUR EYES AND EARS OPEN NEXT WEEK ... NYT'S EDWARD WONG in Jerusalem: "Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu pressed the United States to recognize Israeli governance of most of the
Golan Heights during a visit by Secretary of State Mike Pompeo on Wednesday. His efforts underscored
the growing possibility that the Trump administration may change the American stance on the territory.

"Mr. Netanyahu could press the issue of the Golan Heights with Mr. Trump when he meets with him
on Monday and Tuesday. Any big gesture by Mr. Trump could help Mr. Netanyahu in his bid for a fifth
term in elections scheduled for April 9. But even being seen side by side with the American president
could give Mr. Netanyahu a lift with some Israeli voters." NYT
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BEHIND THE SCENES ... ALEX ISENSTADT: "Pence woos 2016 anti-Trumpers to bankroll billion-
dollar reelection": "Over a surf and turf dinner [at the Pebble Beach golf course, Vice President Mike
Pence] showered praise on Paul Singer, a prominent New York City hedge fund manager who spent

millions of dollars in 2016 bankrolling TV ads painting Trump as "too reckless and dangerous to be
president.’

"But as the group of assembled Republicans — some of whom have been similarly skeptical about the
president in the past — looked on, Pence praised the 74-year-old billionaire as a leading free-market
thinker and thanked him for his years of financial support to the party and conservative causes.

"The private dinner provides a window into a behind-the-scenes, Pence-led mission: to ensure that
Republican givers who never came around to Trump in 2016 are on board for 2020. ... As it turned out,
Pence had his eye on others at Pebble Beach. That evening, the vice president met privately with Warren
Stephens, a 62-year-old Arkansas investment banker who, like Singer, was among the biggest contributors
to the failed effort to thwart Trump. ...

"Pence's appearance at Monday's dinner was the latest in a string of overtures to the two megadonors:
He also hosted Singer and Stephens at the White House for detailed briefings on the administration's
legislative agenda. And there are indications the relationship has improved." POLITICO

WHAT TO WATCH ... JEFF SESSIONS will be at Main Justice today at 1:30 p.m. for his cabinet chair
presentation ceremony.

WASHINGTON IS BUZZING that the end of the MUELLER INVESTIGATION could come this week. ...
DARREN SAMUELSOHN and JOSH GERSTEIN has you covered: "Your qguide to the end of the
Mueller probe”

ORCHIDS OF ASIA UPDATE ...

-- "Trump wants Patriots owner Bob Kraft at White House despite prostitution bust,” by Gabby Orr,
Eliana Johnson, and Daniel Lippman: "New England Patriots owner Bob Kraft, who was caught up in a
Florida prostitution sting last month, may appear at the White House before he appears in court.

"President Donald Trump wants Kraft to join his players at the White House this spring for a
celebration of their January Super Bowl victory, a prospect that has White House aides worried that it
could turn a feel-good photo-op into an embarrassing media spectacle.

"Trump has told staffers he wants Kraft there when the reigning NFL champions visit this spring,
according to a senior White House official, who said the president and Kraft had spoken since Kraft's
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arrest late last month." POLITICO

-- JUST WONDERING: Will Tom Brady have a conflict again?

AT MAR-A-LAGO ... PALM BEACH POST'S CHRISTINE STAPLETON: "Not just Cindy Yang: Royals,
felon, pop stars, others got access to Trump's Mar-a-Lago": "Although the walled club is seemingly
impenetrable and membership dues and fees top $200,000, a quick perusal of social media reveals Mar-a-
Lago as a porous party destination accessible to anyone with the right contacts or a few hundred dollars.

"Although the identity of Mar-a-Lago's members is a carefully guarded secret and the Secret Service
claims not to keep lists of visitors, a quick search on Instagram for photos geotagged at Mar-a-Lago or
with #maralago returns tens of thousands of posts, with many of the photos taken inside the club.

"Among those posting: Royals, Russian celebs, hedge-funders, Fox News personalities along with
two Brits dubbed the 'Bad Boys of Brexit' who caught the attention of investigators in the U.K. and special
counsel Robert Mueller III probing Russian involvement in the 2016 presidential election and Brexit
vote." P Beach Post

-- "Cindy Yang, former owner of spa embroiled in Robert Kraft arrest and influence peddling
allegations, says Trump 'will make America great again,”™ by ABC's Tara Palmeri, Lee Ferran and
Nery Ynclan: ABC

THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION -- "'High-level fear-mongering': Trump's economic team drives
'socialism' attack," by Nancy Cook and Andrew Restuccia: "President Donald Trump has enlisted his
senior economic advisers to flesh out one of his early 2020 presidential campaign themes: Socialism is
coming. In recent months, traditionally staid official White House economic reports and briefings have
begun to emphasize the potentially massive costs of an ambitious socialist agenda and warn that America
could transform into a Cold War dystopia.

"While last year's Economic Report to the President, a congressionally mandated annual summary of
the state of the economy, didn't once mention 'socialism,' the word appears more than 100 times in this
year's 700-page-plus tome. The 2019 report, released earlier this week, features an entire chapter on the
subject, which includes a recounting of the economic fallout from socialist experiments in China, the
Soviet Union and Cuba. ... The messaging — which Democrats call preposterously exaggerated — marks a
remarkable synergy in the themes being discussed among both Trump's economic and campaign teams."
POLITICO

-- "IG investigating Shanahan over Boeing comments,"” by Dave Brown: ""The Department of Defense
Office of Inspector General has decided to investigate complaints we recently received that Acting
Secretary Patrick Shanahan allegedly took actions to promote his former employer, Boeing, and disparage
its competitors, allegedly in violation of ethics rules,' DoD IG spokesperson Dwrena Allen said. ...
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"On March 13, the independent watchdog group Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington
requested the investigation based on a January report from POLITICO that said Shanahan, while he was
deputy Defense secretary, disparaged Lockheed Martin in Pentagon meetings and held up Boeing as an
example." POLITICO ... POLITICO's January article by Eliana Johnson and Dave Brown

2020 WATCH ... DAVID SIDERS and CHRIS CADELAGO in Plymouth, N.H.: "O'Rourke's sprint out of
the gate leaves Democratic field gasping: With no day job, the Texas Democrat's breakneck pace of
campaign stops is driving some of his competitors nuts": "By Thursday afternoon, Beto O'Rourke will
have campaigned in all 10 counties in New Hampshire — a sprint that will take him all of 48 hours. Last
week he was all over Iowa, and in between, he traversed the upper Midwest.

"With no job tying him to Washington or a state capital — and a genuine zeal for the open road —
O'Rourke is rallying college students, bounding onto café countertops and pressing himself into the news
cycle in different media markets by the hour. 'We're setting the pace,’ O'Rourke said in Iowa over the
weekend, after running a 5K race at the start of a frenzied day of campaigning in the first-in-the-nation
caucus state." POLITICO

-- WAPO'S DAVE WEIGEL (@daveweigel): "I asked Beto about his support of means testing
entitlements in 2012. 'T've gotten smarter since then,' he said. He had conversations w constituents and
colleagues that convinced him that you can raise the cap and pay for Social Security w/o benefit cuts."

-- "MoveOn asks 2020 Dems to boycott AIPAC conference,” by Ben Schreckinger and Marc Caputo:
"The liberal group MoveOn is calling on Democratic presidential candidates to skip this year's AIPAC
policy conference, citing the pro-Israel group's links to the right-wing government of Benjamin
Netanyahu and charging that AIPAC has flirted with Islamophobia. The move underscores a growing
willingness on the left to criticize Israel and its staunchest Washington supporters, particularly since
freshman Rep. [Than Omar (D-Minn.) bashed supporters of Israel in terms widely condemned as anti-
Semitic." POLITICO

-- "Bernie Sanders Is Hiring a Former Hillary Clinton Staffer As Research Chief, by N.Y. Mag's Gabe
Debenedetti

A message from AARP:

While too many Americans are struggling, big drug companies rake in billions. Protect voters, Congress.
Stop the greed. Cut drug prices now. https://www.aarp.org/Rx

THE JUICE ...
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-- THE CASH DASH ... THE DCCC raised $11.6 MILLION, and $1,664,100 of that came from transfers
from SPEAKER NANCY PELOSI. ... SEN. JOHN CORNYN (R-TEXAS) transferred $481,000 toward the
NRSC's $6.3 MILLION.

-- "RNC's February donors included financier charged in Florida prostitution bust,” by Maggie
Severns: "John Childs, the billionaire financier who is accused of involvement in a Florida prostitution
ring, is among the group of wealthy donors who wrote big checks to the [RNC] in February, according to a
new campaign finance disclosure. Childs, a longtime Republican donor, cut two checks worth a total of
$50,000 to the RNC on February 19, three days before news broke that he was charged with soliciting
prostitution at a Florida day spa tied to alleged human trafficking." POLITICO

YOU EVER HEAR OF ALEXANDRIA OCASIO-CORTEZ? ... THE FRESHMAN REP is on the cover of
TIME: "The Phenom: How Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez became America's lightning rod,” by Charlotte
Alter. The cover

TRUMP'S THURSDAY -- The president will leave the White House at 10:45 a.m. en route to the Business
Roundtable quarterly meeting, where he will to participate in a conversation with the executives. He will
return to the White House at 12:05 p.m. Trump will sign an executive order and give remarks on campus
free speech at 3:15 p.m. in the East Room.

IT'S MARCH MADNESS: HAVE YOU FILLED OUT YOUR PLAYBOOK POOL BRACKET? Compete
against your friends, Playbookers, top political insiders and VIPs to win great prizes, not to mention some
legit bragging rights in our 3rd Annual Playbook Pool College Basketball Bracket Challenge! Submit
your bracket before noon on Thursday, March 21. Governors, senators, House members and mayors, as

on!

PLAYBOOK READS

PHOTO DU JOUR: British Prime Minister Theresa May leaves after making a statement on Wednesday, where she said it's a matter of
"great personal regret” that the UK won't leave the EU with a deal on March 28. | Jonathan Brady/Pool photo via AP

THE LATEST ON THE 737 MAX -- "FBI joining criminal investigation into certification of Boeing
737 MAX," by Seattle Times' Steve Miletich: "The FBI has joined the criminal investigation into the
certification of the Boeing 737 MAX, lending its considerable resources to an inquiry already being
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conducted by U.S. Department of Transportation agents, according to people familiar with the matter.

"The federal grand jury investigation, based in Washington, D.C., is looking into the certification
process that approved the safety of the new Boeing plane, two of which have crashed since October. The
FBI's Seattle field office lies in proximity to Boeing's 737 manufacturing plant in Renton, as well as nearby
offices of Boeing and Federal Aviation Administration officials involved in the certification of the plane.”
Seattle Times

TOP-ED -- CHARLES KUSHNER in WaPo, "Here's the truth about my family and our business™:
"Jared's service to the country has brought unprecedented scrutiny of the Kushner Companies from the
media and government investigators. We are happy to assist with all inquiries, but I must note that we are
already voluntarily adhering to the strictest standards to avoid even the appearance of conflicts.

"As a result, we have passed up many business opportunities that we normally would have pursued.
That might not be as alluring as some of the crazy stuff I read about my family and our business. But it
happens to be the truth.”" WaPo

A message from AARP:

Congress: protect people, not profits. Stop the greed. Cut drug prices now. https://www.aarp.org/Rx

BEYOND THE BELTWAY -- "'Florida Is Tired of Being a Cheap Date’: Andrew Gillum Wants to Help
Democrats Win in 2020,” by NYT's Astead Herndon: "In an interview, the former mayor and rising

Democratic star confirms he's not running for president, and outlines his plans to mobilize Florida voters
for the election.”

EXIT INTERVIEW: SCOTT GOTTLIEB on what he learned at FDA -- the departing FDA commissioner
sat down with POLITICO's "Pulse Check" podcast to reflect on his two-year tenure. HOT TOPIC: How
Gottlieb, who flung bombs at FDA when he was at conservative think tank AEI, ended up supporting
some regulations that he previously criticized.

"You know, when you're at a think tank, looking at things in the abstract, it's very different than when
you're running a regulatory agency and you have public health obligations," Gottlieb said. "I feel very
comfortable that we made decisions against a good set of public health considerations and did what was
right." Listen to the episode

MEDIAWATCH -- "New Paid Apple News Service Said to Feature Wall Street Journal,"” by NYT's
Mike Isaac in San Francisco: "The Wall Street Journal plans to join a new paid subscription news service
run by Apple, according to two people familiar with the plans, as other publishers chafe at the terms that
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the Silicon Valley company is demanding of its partners.
"Other major publishers, including The New York Times and The Washington Post, have opted out of
joining the subscription service ... Apple and The Wall Street Journal plan to announce the deal Monday

at a media event at Apple's headquarters in Cupertino, Calif." NYT

-- "Donna Brazile Explains Why She's Working for Fox News,” by The New Yorker's Isaac Chotiner

-- "Lachlan Murdoch takes control of Fox Corp. But how will he deal with President Trump?" by
WaPo's Sarah Ellison in L.A.: "In [one] sign of the Murdochs and Trumps having close ties: When Ivanka
Trump joined the White House, she relinquished her role as trustee of the fortune of Rupert Murdoch's
two youngest children." WaPo

-- THE DAILY BEAST'S ASAWIN SUEBSAENG and LACHLAN MARKAY have signed with Viking to
write "Sinking in the Swamp: How Trump's Minions and Misfits Poisoned Washington," which is
expected in early 2020, Morning Media's Michael Calderone reports. They are represented by Javelin's
Keith Urbahn and Matt Latimer. POLITICO

MORNING MONEY AT #MIGLOBAL: POLITICO is partnering with the Milken Institute on this year's
global conference in Beverly Hills, California from April 28-May 1. Ben White will once write a special
edition "Morning Money" newsletter for the specifically for the conference, detailing all of the happenings,
highlights, big conversations, evening festivities, and buzzy VIP gatherings. Sign up today to receive

exclusive coverage and everything you need to know from the scene of #MIGlobal in this special edition
pop-up newsletter.

PLAYBOOKERS

SPOTTED: Elizabeth Holmes, wearing all black, sipping a Starbucks coffee in terminal B at DCA. Pic ...
Larry Kudlow at Cafe Milano on Wednesday night.

TRANSITION -- OBAMA ALUMNI: Lisa Monaco, former Obama W.H. homeland security adviser and
former assistant AG for national security, is joining O'Melveny as a partner and will co-chair O'Melveny's
data security and privacy group. She will continue to teach at NYU and co-chair the Aspen Cybersecurity
Group.

BIRTHDAY OF THE DAY: Jonah Goldberg, a fellow at AEI and a senior editor at National Review who
is starting a new conservative media company with Steve Hayes later this year, is 5-0. Some fun facts
about Jonah: "I was in the first co-ed class at a women's college where I played basketball (for the men's
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team); I'm a pretty good cook (though not as good as my wife); I literally found my wife through an op-ed
I wrote for The Wall Street Journal; I once wrote and produced a documentary about gargoyles; I am not
well-known in Brazil." Playbook Plus Q&A

BIRTHDAYS: Ken Spain, partner at CGCN Group ... WaPo's Amy Joyce ... Grafton Pritchartt ... Alex
Wilkes, SVP at America Rising Corp. (h/ts Colin Reed and Sarah Dolan) ... America Rising is 6 ... Fred
Fielding, Reagan and Bush 43 WH counsel and now a partner at Morgan Lewis, is 8-0 ... Elizabeth Hines
... Brian Ellner, North America corporate practice lead at BCW Global ... Dan Wilson, VP of Mercury, is 36
... John Galloway ... Sharon Castillo, Pfizer's senior director of media relations for Latin America and U.S.
GR ... POLITICO's Melissa Mattoon and Beatrice Jin ... Kayla Wingbermuehle ... Matt Gerson (h/t Jon
Haber) ... Andrew Bleeker, president and founder of Bully Pulpit Int